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premises of the licensee unless such liquor
is supplied in a glass capable of holding
at least 1 4 gills. Penalty: £5.''

I gave notice of this amendment when
moving the second reading. It is one of
gical importance. An infinite amount of
harnm is done through people drinking liquor,
particularly spirits, that is too strong. I
do not see why a person going into an hotol
should be allowed to help himself to spirits.
The measure, that is given provides a fair
aid generous Gobbler. My contention is
that a pubican, having supplied this liquor,
should supply it in a glass to enable the
conformer to adulterate it to suit his own
tauste. If this amendment is carried it ill
mean that the glass in which the liquor is
supplied will he large enough to enable thei
purchnser to odd four times as much water,
01 sodawatei, as there is spirit. A bottle
of whisky contains 5% gills, and the
nrtasured nobbler provides for 23 measures
to the bottle. It Allows the publican
sufficient profit to enable him to serve his
eustomner in the way he likes to be served.
in Frme hotels people are treated properly
in this respect, but in other hotels the glas
is capable of holding only about as coanch
water as there is spirit. People, therefore,
frequently pour back a good deal of the
whisky' , and this deprives them oif sonme-
thing for whieh they have paid. I cannot
see any reasonable objection to the Ground-
Dent.

lion. H. Stewart: I suggest that progress
b-now reported.
Progress reported.

BTLLrPLUBLIC EDUCATION ACTS
AMENDMSENT.

Assembly's Anmndments.

Returned from the Assembly with amiend-
merits.

House adjourned at 11.0 p~m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION-MIGRATION, ARRIVALS
AND DEPARTURES.

Hon. 1'. COLLIER asked the the Colonial
Secretary: 1, What Nias the total number of
arrivals in tine State for the 10 months end-
ig.-31st October of the present year? 2,
What was the number of departures from the
State for the same period? ,Wa im
her of assisted and nominated immigrants
arrived during the time in question?

Tine COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1
And 2, Arrivals, 25,497; departures, 23,192.
These figures, which are Supplied by the Com-
mon-ealth authorities, are estimates only,
and so far as they relate to the four months
since Jfune 30, are preliminary unrevised fig-
ures. Included in the estimate of departures
is an itemi of 787, set down as the estimated
numbner of unrecorded departures. 3, As-
sistel 2.491; nominated, 1,259.

lt!LL-NSPECTION OP MAL1CHIINERY
-ACT AMIEND'MENT.

Introduced by Mr. Wilson and read a first
time.

BILL-PUBLIC EDUCATION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and returned to the Coin-
lit with amendments.

BILT-rELECTORAL DISTRICTS.

Second Reading.
Tine PREMIER (Hlon. Sir James Mitchell

-Northam) [4.36] in moviag the second
reading said: It n~ill be generally admitted
that tine time has come when we must fare
the question of the redistribution of seats.
We have a changing population, and many
ad varied business. The Bill before the

Ihouse provides for the recasting of electoral
districts by three commissioners. One of
the shall be a judge of the Supreme Court,
one the Surveyor General, and the other the
(hief Electoral Ollicer. Provision is also
nmade for temporary counnissuiers to replace
either of thne last two-named officials. Both
tine Surveyor-General and the Chief Electoral
Officer ar- at prescint only acting in that
c-apacity. It is coinceivabile that the House
Gina , order the commission to get to work
when one of these officers is ill, and it niunit
he Iorsible to fill the position of either. The
hnasi of redistribution is laid down in the
Bill. Thne siugle electorates are to he re-
tained., It will he conc-eded that this systemn
suits, our conditions better than any other
an account of our scattered population. It
a hot lie scientific or perfect, but it is one

that has obtained for many years. I believe
it is the only system tlnat p rovides for fair
representation. We must give adequate re-
Jpresentatiofl to all sections of our people and
to all those engaged in our industries. The
single electorate system, which in based upon
the scattered natuire of our population, and
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the varied nature of our industries, provides
very lair reprosentation Where there is such
an unerlual number of electors. We cannot
give. equal representation on the basis of an
equal niumber of electors in each electorate.
The Bill iiroviidcs for certain divisions that
re set out in 1112. stchtdule and in Clause 6-

OIno di; idan is tile meutropolitan area, another
tiii cc atrul goldficlds area , another the Agri-
cultural area, another the mining area, which
itiealis the outer goliddeld.s and includes a
great dleal of pastoral country, and finally
the -Northi-West. A large number of people
have left the goldfield-, during the last
few years, and] many of the!%,e ha; e been
traucterred to the aigricultural districts. I
do not know that we are likely again tn
aelhie~e that -neceim in wiuling which we oneo
liad, be~t I htlieve we-4 shiall do so. Should
the populaiiion of the State again move in
thot uirt-i tn, the Bill provid'-4 for an auto-

i'.report by the eonnih-sioa
lon. IV. C. Angwin: It will make us uni-

ficotionicts whether lwe want it or not.
le- l'REMIElt: I do not know that the

Dil iill do that.
Mu-. 'Me(alluni: This is government of the

cultry liv broad acres,
The PREMIER: I will explain directly

what the reltregentation is to-day.
)1r. Mec'allum,: It is not too good to-day,

le t this H-ill Will make it worse.
The l'REMITEII: Tliq Mouse has always

held the opinion that we entinot have an
equal number of electors in en~h electorate.

lion. )V. C'. Angwin: We do not want 50
1w vent. more.

The PREMITER: Menzies contains 542
electors, Mt. Leonora 784, Canning 10,354,
aind teederville 9,545. It will thus he seen
that thme numbers are not equal.

'Mr. Munmsie: That is so.
The- 1REMIl ER: The time has come to cor-

ret these anomalies.
11on. W. C. Angwin: If not, you' would not

require this Bill.
Tile PREMIER: That is so, Dluring the

last few years the number of electors in the
mietropolitan area has increased. The Bill
seeks to correct anomalies that exist, and to
provide fair representation, the basis of
whichi is set out in Clause 4. We bad a Bill
before i's in 1913. 1 will taill members what
mi ,ght have happened and what would have
happened at that time.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:- The Bill was fairler
than this is.

The PREMIER: Had the Bill been passed,
certain things would have happened. It did
not contemplate ain equal number of electors
in each electorate.

Hon. W, C. Angwia: There was a 40 per
cent, difference, one-fifth above and one-
fifth below.

Hon. T. Walker:- And this does not contein-
plate it either.

The PREM1IER: No. That Bill contem-
plated a difference of 40 per cent.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And three seats in
the North-West.

The PREMIER: The Bill no;; before us
eUntenlteS a reduction Ot R)h per Cent, in
tin' metropolitan area, and an increase in the
miini area, that is thle outer golddields, of
50 11cr cenit. The agricultural are-as

renthrincreased nor decreased, and
thatt nl-c appertaius so tar as; the cen-
tral goldfields airt' concerned. Four
"se Will remain in the North-W t.
Altt r thev number of electors has been in-
'~cased in the casev of the outer goldfields,
atd rennetd cinj the nietropolitai are-a,

tile totnl in the four areas is divided
by 46, and the quota of 2,954i is ob-
tained. This quota is divided icito the
number of electors in each given area as
weighited, and this increases or reduces the
number of seats for those areas, It is im.-
portant to renacaher that wve are dealing
with divisions. When the mnenmber fur North-
East F'renmantle said that the niargin in the
1913 Bill was 40 per cent., I should have
indicated that the provision in the Iprewrat
Bill is 50 per cent., with the addition that
while the 20 per cent. variation Will remain
in the Bill1 it cannot be applied other than
in one area. The variations which are
allowed-m can only be applied to single areas.

lion. W. C. Anigwin: That is not so under
the Act.

The I It MI ER: -. Where the quotic' t containsi
a 1 'ac tion, the coniruissionc-rs many ait their
discretion 'ignore it or increase to the next
a"hole nuiner. When the division is made,
We may4 pzet One place having a right to 4.60
seats, whbile in another they may be entitled
to 4.25. Undoubtedly when the division dlis-
closes a percentage of more than 4!V2, the
extra representation would go to that div ision
which is entitled to it by reason of the larger
fraction.

lIon. W. C. Angwili: Whyv shouldl the
NYorth-West he singled out and treated dif-
ferently from the other outlying parts, such
as Esperane?

The PREMIER: I do not know why ihe
member for North-East Freman tle agreed to
that.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin: We gave only three
members to the North-West.

The PREAHTER: But you treated them
differently. The total number of electors
divided by the number of spats will give the
quota of voters per seat for each electoral
district in the area. If it be determined that
Perth s;hall have 14 seats, 14 Wrill he divided
into the number of electors, and the result
will be the quota.

Hon. W. C, Angwia: I suppose you will
run the metropolitan area up to Nortbam7

The PREIER: I do not want North-
East Fremantle in Northam anyhowl What-
ever the area may be, the commissioners may
vary the basis of division above or below,
but by not more then one-fifth of the quota.
In the metropolitan area, the number of
electors in each division need not necessarily
be 6,000. It may be varied. It is impossible
to fix the divisions so as to get an absolutely
even nuanbvr. It we did find it possible to
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get that event number of electors iii each
division, it could not be maintained because
the numbers are ever changing. In thieNorth-
W~est, the present boundaries are to be re-
tained. The area is to be divided into four
districts, but the present boundaries need
not nevessarily be thote fixed by the Comn-
mnissioners. In that area 4,000 electors are
represented, and the representation wilt re-
main. It niust be realised that we have in
the -North an enormous territory with a
scattered population. it various parts of
that area are to be found people occupied in
lpastoral pursuits, in mining operations, in
pennling, and in other industries. We have
the meat works at 'Wyndham, and I am glad
to say that people are engaged in boring for
oil as well, so that it is possible that there
inay be a considerable increase in the popu-
lation there.

Hon. W, C. Aiigwin: You are looking for-
ward.

The PREMIIER: WeV are looking very
much ahead. I maintain that the 'North-West
cannot be treated on the same basis as the
rest of the State.

Hion. W, C. Angwin: You could give the
North three seats and that part of the State
would be treated well.

The PREI NflR: This House has always
recognised the special claims of the North.

Hon. P. Collier: If we had not done so,
it would have had only one nmember. There
is a big difference between one and four
members.

The PREMIER: This House has never
suiggested, that T can remember, that there
should he one memiber for the North-West.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course! Had that not
been recognised, there would be only one
member here.

The PREMKIER: There are over 4,000
people in that part of the State.

The Minister for Mines: The greatest
anomaly in the Parliamentary representation
of the 'North-West is in the Legislative Courn-
eDl, not here.

The PREMIER: I want to make it clear
that the effect of weighting the metropolitan
and outer goldfields areas is that aix metro-
politan voters have the same representation
Isq three in the agricultural and central gold-
fields areas, and as two in the outer goldfields
area.

Mr, McCallum: That is, three to one?
The PREMIrER ± Yes, compared with the

scattered goldfields areas.
Mr. McCallum: A-nd you call that fair?
The PREMIER: We cannot have repre-

sentation on an equal basis.
Hon. W. C. Angwia: I warn -you of what

happened in connection with the 1911 Re-
distribution of Seats Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: It is little better than
that Bill which brought disaster to your party.

The Minister for Mines: That was a ques-
tion of adjusting boundaries; this does not
do so.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course this adjusts the
boundaries.

The PREMIER: The commission will re-
port to the House. There must be regard
shown for the community of interest, means
of communication, physical features, and the
existing boundaries. The eommis ;ion may
modify the boundaries of the areas as set Out
in the schedule, in formulating the redistri-
hution. In this case, wve apk the commission
to make a report to Parliament, and. that re-
port will be presented to both Houses. After
the report is presented, a Bill for the redis-
tribution of seats will be introduced. If
passed, the Bill will operate fron. a pro-
claimed day. Members of both Houses must
continue to represent their existing districts
until their teruis expire. That, of course, is
es-sential. The Bill, however, provides that the
redistribution may he made subsequently
by the passing of a resolution by the Legis-
Ititive Assembly or if, on making up the
rols for the triennial elections, the enrol-
uu-nt in five electoral districts departs by
aioi- than one-fifth from the quota. In
that ease, the commission would report to
the House without instructionis from Par-
lianient.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: The commissioners
have no power at all.

The PRE-MIER: A Bill for the necessary
ic#istribution will then follow ; that i s,when the report shows that the number of
electors in five districts has fallen or in-
ecabed by 20 per cent. on the quota. To-
day in the metropolitan area there are
84,872 electors on the roll.

lHon. W. C. Angwin: This will mean that
the metropolitan party will have to he dis-
solved, unless they work together after this
Bill is brought in.

The PRE'MIER: Reducing that number of
electors by, 50 per cent, will leave 42,436
elei-tors. in the mining area, there are
9,372 clectbrs, which, with the addition of
50 per cent., will give a total of 14,058
electors. in the agricultural area, the
present enrolment totals 65,858 and that
will remain as it is. In the central gold-
fit-Ids areas there are 13,651 electors and
that n-ill remain as well, for the purpose
of calculating the quota. Dividing the tots!
number of electors, which works out at
138,003, by 46 gives a quota of 2,956. This
mneans that if we take these digures for
to-ay anid the quota as well, it will be
founid that in the metropolitan area we will
have 14.35 seats, in the mining area, 4.75
smats, in the agricultural area, 22.28 seats,
in the central goldfields, 4.62 seats, and in
the N orth-West, four seats. To-day the
mnetropolitan area has 12 seats with an
average of 7,073 electors per seat. In the
mi ning areas, there is an average of 1,041
clietors. for each of the nine existing seats.
fui the agricultural. areas, there are 21 seats
withI an average number of voters per seat
of 3,136.

Mr. Mefallun: Why call South Fremantle
Tart of the metropolitan area and the Swan
district an agricultural seat?
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Hon. P. Collier: One is represented by
Labour and the other is not.

The PREMIER : The central goldflelds
have four seats with an average of 3,413
;voters ppr seat.

H-on. P. Collier: This Bill is a greater
aibortion than the 1911 Bill.

The PREMIER: The North-West has four
seats with an average number of voters per
sean- of 1,064.

Hon. P. Collier: If this is the best you
are capable of doing, you should be proud
of it! It is a jerrymandering measure and
ndthing more.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
'Tie PREMIER: Under the Bill, the quota

for the metropolitan seats will be 6,062 as
ag !iast 7,073 and there will be 14 seats. [a
the mining area the average number of0
vnters will be 1,874 with five seats; in the
agricultural area there will be 22 seats with
anl average of 2,993 electors, while in the
central goldfields, there will be four seats
with an average of 3,413 electors.

lion. W. C. Angwin: You give the same
to the man who lives a hop, skip and a jump
from the Town Hall, Perth, and call that
fair play.

The PREMIIER: In the mining area, it
may be that the number will be divided
intto five, in which case there would be an
a' erage number of electors of 2,730. In the
North-West, the quota -will remain as at
piesEnt. There is no denying the fact that
the present indications point to an increase
in the population of the agricultural areas
a:'d, I hope there may be an increase in the
central goldfields and the outer goldfields
as well. In view of the later reports we
have received, there is a possibility of that
oe(-urrnng.

lion. W. C. Angwin: It makes no differ-
euce if you knock off members and give
thecm to other parts.

The PREMIER: That is not the aii.
R~on. W. C. Angwin: It is, in the Bill.
The PREMIER: In October 1916 there

were in the metropolitan area, 71,084 voters
,As against 84,872 to-day ; in the mining
area there were 14,682 in 1016 as against
9,372 to-day; in the agricultural area there
were 62,848i in 1916 as against 65,858 to-
(lay; in the central goldfields there Were
14,965 voters in 1916 as against 13,651
to-day, whilst in the North-West there were
4,012 voters in 1916 as against 4,257 to-day.
The number of electors in the metropolitan
area to-day has increased by 13,788, while
the number for the other areas, excluding
the North-West, has decreased by 3,064.
A Bill was presented to the House in 1913.
Under that Bill three commissioners were to
he appointed by the Governor. Under this
Bill three specified commissioners are pro-
vided for. Under the 1013 Bill the North-
West was to have three seats; under this
Bill it will have four seats. Under the 1913
Bill the value of the votes was to be the samne
throughout. There was provision that the
quota should apply to the whole State, with

the proviso that the number of electors might
be increased or decreased by 20 per cent.

lion. W. C. Angwin: That was left to the
c-onunssiouers; under this it is not to be
left to the commissioners.

The PREMIER: In the metropolitan area
to-day the votes are distributed in the way I
have explained. I have explained, too, that
the 20 per cent, which represents the possible
variation of numbers applies only to specified
areas.

Eon. W. C. Angwin: The quota applied to
the whole State.

The P1REIIER: Yes, under the 1913 Bill
it did. Under this Bill the quota applies
separately to specified areas. The hon. mem-
her himself said it was never intended that
there should be a 40 per pent: variation. Also
the Bill provides for subsequent redistribu-
tion, when directed by the Assembly, or when
in five districts the number of electors de-
parts by 20 p~er cent, from the quota.

Hall. W. C. Angtvin: You did not take into
consideration distance from the capital.

Hon. P. Collier: The Kalgoorlie seat has

a bigger quota than that for the Swan ele-
torate. Do you call that equity?

The PREMIER: It is true that in the 1913
Hill the metropolitan area might have had
23 seats. But it was never intended that it
should have 23 seats.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It could not have 23
.seats.

The PREMIER: Yes, under that Bill it
could. Under this Bill it will have 14 seats,
as against the existing 12. Under the 1913
proposals the mining area would have had
tw-o or three seats on present figulres whereas
onl present figures the niunber of seats is nine.
The agricultural areas, including the outer
ports, would have had on present figures 18
seats uinder the 1913 Bill, whereas under the
Bill's proposals on present figures they would
have fromt 21 to 23 seats. The centt-ail gold-
fields under the 1913 Bill would hare had
three or four seats, whereas on present figures
they would have under this Bill four or five
seats.

Mr. M.%eCallum: You are quoting extreme
instances under the 1913 Hill.

The PREMIER: Yes, I have said so. The
then Attorney General (Hon. T. Walker)
made it quite clear that this allowance of one-
fifth would be used, He said:-

There shall be a certain amount of elas-
ticity in the allocation of the quota. Elec-
torates that are very far from the capital
or have difficulty of access to the capital
will not be burdened with so large a quota
as those lying in the very' heart of the
metropolis. Consequently, there is this
amount of elasticity allowed to the comn-
llisstoaers, that they will he enabled to
increase the quota by one-fifth in thickly
p~opuilated districts in close proximity to
and easy communication with the capital,
.and to dliminish the quota by one-fifth in
those electorates which are remote or have
difficulty of communication with the seat
of Government. That is the one guiding
feature.
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That means 40 per cent.
ion. P. Collier: Your Bill means 100 per

cent., .50 under and 50 over.
The PEIEIR: No, that is Dot so.
Mr, 'Mcallum- You just admitted that it

mt-ant three to one.
The l'REIIER: That was in r4_sllci-t Of

the mwet-a mining distrt-ts. I have just ex-
ihlilicil that nder thw M93 Bill those out-
lviii-: iiirirts would have been wiped out
alt' 'etlier.

'mr. %r(c:!lun, Yon are quoting the ex-
ti-cow, ;iiMtiire" that couild have happenedl.

lion. 11. Collier: Under our Bill they wouldl
hn'.- hail t~n- number of weathers to whit-h
thc wver entitled, having regard to their
di-tainev frton the capital.

Thn lIMIER: Under that Bill the quota,
n&h.rht hanve ieft' reduced In-v 24) per cenkT.

fon, 'M. V. Troy: Why time distinction be-
tuveoa tih- outer district-i and Caritarvon I It
is (only 20 hours from Geraldton or, by aero-
lanie, only an hour?

The PREMIER: Under the present sysm-
tea' we- have 13 mnembers from mining dis-
tricts!, \%herena uler the illd they will be
mimi or 10.

Mr. ('hession: flow will they be nine or 10?
Tho P'REMILER: Yes, they will be niae or

10. They would have been fewer uinder the
]1113 Bill. lion,. members will realise that it
wa- intendedI to use, that 20 per cent. variation
ill the quota: so under- that Bill it would have
takenvi 11 electors in Perth to equal eight in
the i-tntrr.

Ion. W. 1'. Augivin: But they would have
l'rmwzlcat'l thme area in accordance with the
differvee in quota.

Mr. Underwood: It would have been 25
eat-l wav, as4 against 50 now.

ilnm. W. C. Aaugwin: The Swan electorate
wouldI not have had the same representation
a, the Irwin electorate.

Thie PREMITER: The difference is that be-
tin-en 11 and eight, ais against that between
12 viol siN. The principle is the same. We
(-0111d not have 23 members representing
Purth.

linm. W. C. Angvin: Do you think it fair
that the Swan electorate should be on the
same plammi- as that of Greenomugh?

Hon. 1'. Collier: And shlmdmt have a smaller
quotn than Kalgoorlie?

The PRE'MER: It was realised ina 193
tit tlie quota c-ould not be the same in
Ptt as; in the scattered districts. 1 suppose
that this will he the point most warmnly dis-
eivs-rt on1 Itis' occasion,

Unit. W. C. Angwia: I suppose the BUi
will muit this time, and you will not withdraw
it :'s you have d~one the last two Bills.

Tirc PREMIER: T have never before in-
tro'li-r Redistribution of Seats Bill.

H~on. W. C. Angwia: But the Attorney
(;ea-ral in the same Government did.

The PREMIER:. It was not contended in
1913 that every vote should have the same
value. That cannot be. Tt is far more dimf-
cullt to represent some of the outer districts
than it i- to represent a metropolitan seat.

Hon. P. Collier: It is all a, question of a
degree of area which is honest and fair.

The PREMIER: Yes, and when you vary
it it can always be questioned.

Hon. P. Collier: There can he no question
about a smaller quota for a constituency at
the back door of Perth than that for an elec-
torate 400 niles away.

The PREMIER: The Swan electorate ex-
tends 40 miles from Perth.

lion. P. C ollier: And it comes in to the
cad of tile train track.

lon. W. ('. Angwiu: South Fremntle ex-
tends 40 iniles4 from Perth.

The PREMIER: Yes, it goes to Rock-
mngaim .

Mr. MeCallum: It goes half-inay to M.%an-
ilurala.

Thie PREMIER: I know time any redis-
tribution of heats proposal must meet with
consillerable, opposition. It is just a ques-
tion of whlat ii fair and right by the State,
and also what iq jubt to the people of the
State nut]d what will produce a fair repre-
scutatiun.

Tiozi. P. ('ollier: What w-ill benefit party
suppol ters!

The PREMIER: 'No, I have not given the
slightest consideration to that..

Hon. P. Collier: Is it a non-party Til
The PREMIER: No, it is not. The hon.

member himself cannot say just what the
result will he from a redistribution of seats
proposal of this sort.

Mr. _MeCallum: What did 'Monger bare to
say about it?

The PElR:Mr. 'Monger had less to
sav about it than had the boa, member to say
about the Bill of 1913.

lion. P. Collier: This 'Bill was submitted
to caucus, anyhow.

The PREMIER: The Bill has not been
submitted to 'Mr. "Monger, to M.%r. Millington
or to atnyhody else. It is brought down to the
House for the consideration of mnembers. The
time is overripe for a redistribution.

Hfon. P. Collier: Hear, bear 1
The PREMIER: It was so in 1913.
Hron. W. C. Angwin: It is another instance

of the Government killing the metropolitan
area.

The PREMIER: Of course that will be
said. If by' increasiag the number of repre-
sentative-s of the metropolitan area we kill the
mietropolitan area, then of course the Bill
will in it. I nm not going to accuse the bon.
member of wanting to give the metropolitan
area unfair representation. All I ask is that
we shall providep for fair representation.
Under the Bill no class of electors can hope
to have representation which will mean power
to control the affairs of the State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But you have pro-
videOl for a majority straight away. It is all
fixed up in the Bill.

The PREIER: Included in the agricul-
tural area are the four ports, and Cole and
Forrest.

Mr-. Wilson: How are you going to fix up
Collie this time?
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The PREIIIER:- It will not be fixed up
at all.

Mlr. 0 'Loghien: It is fixed up already.
The PREMIER: The House will have the

recommendations of the commission and will
deal with them as it thinks fit.

Hon. P. Collier: The commission will be
only a camouflage, An office boy could do
it with the statistics. What is there for the
cornnission to do with the figures?

The PREMIER: There will be a great deal
for the commission to do.

Hion. P. ('ollier: To decide whether the
boundary shall go down this street or the
next street?

The PREMIER: A commission was ap-
pointed in 1913.

Hon. P. Collier. But it was not tied up as
this one is to be.

The PREMIER: It is not intended that
it should do other than use the 20 per cent.

flon. W. C. Angwin: By taking the dis-
tances from the scat of government.

The PREMIER:, I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, deblate ad-
journed.

B3ILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Second Raiding.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
H1on. P. COLLIER (Boulder) 15.17): This

is the usual Bill which conmes down every year
for the purpose of deciding what the land
tax and income tax shall be for the financial
year. Whilst it has been usual to accept the
Bill as being merely formal, the circum-
stances at present are such as to call for
somc consideration of the position. I t is
quite obvious, in fact it has been more than
obvious for a number of years, that the total
revenue raised by way of taxation has been
wholly insufficient to meet the ontgoings.
This being so, we should consider whether it
is not necessary to increase the amount of the
tax in order that we might be able to bring
the revenue and expenditure nearer together
at the end of the financial year. Last year
we had a deficit which constituted a record
in the history of the State-f732,000-in
round figures we might ay practically three
quarters of a million, and so far as indica-
tions go for the present financial year, we
shall equal, if not eclipse, the record of last
year.

Tie Premier: Not at all.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Four months of the

financial year have expired and the total
shortage on revenue aecount is £411,000.

The Premier: That is £90,000 better than
last year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is small comfort.
Even if that rate of improvement is main-
tained, it is still evident that we shall end up
the financial year very much on the rong
side of the ledger. I do not know whether

the Government consider they are entitled to
go on year after year piling up such a deficit,
the accumulatioa of which threatens to almost
submerge the State in financial difficulties.
Here we have a total dleficit of nearly
£6G,000,000. Year after year we are borrow-
ing money in order to pay our way. The
result of that policy has been to add tre-
mendously to our interest bill. The amount
,which taxpayers are now called upon to find
for interest on the deficit alone totals soime
hundreds of thousands of pounds. If we con-
tinue in this way indefinitely, where is it
going to land us? A few years age the
country was asked to be satisfied with a
policy of increased production, which it was
said would ultimately enable the Government
to square the finances. Members took the
view that in the circumstances they would be
justified in affording the Government an
opportunity to see what effect that policy
would have on the finances. But we have
gone on borrowing large sumns yearly. With
the exception of one year, the amount bor-
rowed last year was the largest for any one
year, and althongh we are spending that
money in development work, we still find that
the finncial results show no improvement.
In fact, it is remarkable how each year gives
practically the same result. Althoogh we
keep on piling up taxation, although tax-
ation has increased from £407,000 in 1916,
to £955,000 last -yea;, and although the
Premier expects to receive more than
£E1.000,000 this year, notwithstanding all this
direst taxation, it is in no way reflected in the
fintancial resuilts. NO matter how taxation
is increased, each year sees us Worse Off
than the preceding year. Has Parliament
become so absolutely indifferent to the tin an-
cial position of the State as to be careless
of the ultimate result? When the defic-it of
this State was not one-fifth of the total it is
to-day, the people were informed by members
of the House, through the columns of the
Press and from the public platform, that the
State was rushing headlong to bankruptcy.
But the same newspapers, which never al-
lowed two days to pass without printing in
large type and in the most prominent position,
the fact that the financial position was so
parlous, are now content to make merely a
v-cry m-ild comment about once a quarter.
The comment on the financial position does
not average more than about four references
a year.

M.%r. Mu1nsie: They have given up doing
that now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Press, the guar-
dian of the public welfare, is content to be
silent to-day when the accumulated deficit is
£6,000,000, notwithstanding that it shrieked
from the very housetops when the total was
only £600,000. So long as the Press is pre-
pared to aid, abet, and condone shortcomings
in the administration of the affairs of the
State. so long may we see that attitude re-
flected in members of this House and the
public generally.
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'Mr. O'Loghlcn: Last Saturday's election
alhowed that they have not much power now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The session should not
be allowed to close until the House receives
sonic assurance or pronouncement that the
Government propose to do something, either
by way of reducing expenditure and effecting
economies somewhere iii the departments, or
by increasing the revenue, and so improve
the position. We would not be doing our
duty to the country, and, in fact, we would
be scandalously negligent of our responsi-
bilities if we permitted this drift to continue
mionth. after mnonth, and year after year,
,without insisting upon something being done
to stop it. The possibilities of taxation in
some directions have not been exhausted. In
1916 the total amuount. collected from land
tax was £47,000, and the amount collected
from income tax was £91,000. Let us now
consider the figures for 1921. 1 shall not
take the figures for 19)22 because they would
be unreliable, due to the fact that a fair
amount of both land tax and income tax was
still outstanding. While the amount received
from land tax in 1916 was £47,000, in 1921
it was £57,000, an increase of only £10,000
in the five years. The receipts from income
tax, however, increased from £91,000 in 1916
to £32,000 in 1921.

Mr. Q'Loghlea± That is where they got it.
Hlon. P. COLLIER: See the contrast!

That enormous increase received from income
tax was dune, not to any increase In
the amount of wealth or of taxable
iaconmc in the State, but to the
taxation itself having been increased
The tax per £1l has been increased during
those intervening years. But the amount
of the land tax remains the same to-day as
it was when the Act was carried in 1906.
Thure has been no increase whatever in the
land tax during the years from 1906 to
1622. Taxation has been piled uip on those
who pay income tax, and in like manner
under the Dividend Duties Art. Last year
the amount received from dividend duties
was £177,000. The amiount received fromn
siai duties was £164,000-something like
fivt tinmes the amount received six years
ago. It seems to ip that the House would
not be justified in passing this Bill in the
same form as that in which the measure has
beei. enacted for a number of years. Some-
thing is Irequired by way of increased taxa-
tion. If the Government say they have ex-
hantedl the possibilities of reducing ex-
peiditure, if the Government find them-
selves; unable to reduce expenditure in any
oi the departments, thein obviously the only
alternative is to increase their total revenue
by amendments in their taxation mecasures,
or else increase thet charges made for
servive rendered, lprincipally by the busi-
nesLs undertakings. I venture to say no
memb~er of this Chamber would contend that
chairges in those directions have not already
reachled the absolute limit. In fact, the
ebharqes are too high. The plain fact of the
situation is that wre are making no attempt,

tinat there is no policy, no programme, to
m-,cst thle financial drift which we have
evlicrienced for rears, If the Government
hasve Imi policy in that direction, then surely
it is "p) til this House, and particularly it
is4 incumbent upon the p~arty standing for
financial reform, to take a hand in the
matter, I sholild like to know what the
Country Party- think with regard to the
financial situation, bearing in mnind the
resmlutions and decisions of their confer-
euces, bearing iii mind also that the Coun-
try Party are now part and parcel of the
Giverameuit and equally responsible with
them. The annual conference indulgel1 in
sIharp critieism of time financial adaimmnistra-
tica of the Government. The position hag
not beemn in any way impiroved. For the last
fi,,aameial year the positioni is actnally the
worst in the financial history of the State.
Notwvithstanading the Premier's statement
that the financial position for the first four
meerths of this year is better than that for
the first four months of lnst year, the out-
look for this rear is no better than it was
for last year, or very little better. It restsi
witl lion. members themselves to say
whether they, are content to drift along in
the same fashion as hitherto. Personally I
think the financial position would have been
mmuch worse but for the fact that this House,
at the lead not of the present Government
hunt of their predecessors, so amended the
Income Tax Assessment Act as to impose
iniquitous and unjust burdens upon a large
section of the people of this State. The
enomnioulsly iacrenged revenue from income
Ins has been due in a measure to the fact
that the exemptions have been reduced
fr ma the former amount of £200 to £E156 in
tie' case of imarried persome and those with
deipendanmts. There is also the reduction to
£101) ini the case of single persons without
depenudants. POr My Part I maintain the
attitude which this party adopted when
tho1sU amndments were being made. All
the tribunals whichi have investigated the
subhject in this State and in the Common-
wcnith have declared that £:156 a year is not

a living wage. The minimum or basic wage
laid down by those tribunals is £C3 17s, per
week. That is the amount of the bare
living wage. It is generally accepted as
a Sound principle of taxation that a per-
son should bie called upon to pay taxation
only in proportion to his capacity to pay it.
Those who are in receipt of £156 a year are
belowv thle living wage, and it follows that
the3 are not in a position to pay taxation.
I should like to see the exemption raised
to at least £200, if not £2-50. In my opinion
£2TW is the lowest annual income on which
any person should be asked to pay taxation.

Nwthe proposal is to pile on additional
taxation, with the existing insufficient ex-
eumptions. When this Bill is in Committee
I hope- to effect one or two amendments in
it, althbough the Opportunity does not
pregent itself of so amending the measure
a-. I should like. 'We know, of course, that
i, is not comipetent for a private member to
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move an amendment which will add to
taxation or impose increased burdens. Such
an amendment can. only be moved by a Min-
ister. In fact, any far-reaching amendment
in a taxation Bill can only be effected by a
Government. It is not possible for a private
member to do anythinig effective in that
direction. If members supporting the Gov-
ernment are content to go on, letting the
six million deficit of to-day become a 12
million deficit at the end of another six
years, if they are content to pile up the
burden for posterity to meet, not only with
regard to redemption of loans but also in
respect of the huge, burdensome interest
bill, then the responsibility must be theirs.
Certainly I think the time is opportune for
the ventilation here of the whole position of
our finances. So long as a Ministry is
allowed to carry on with its progranmme and
gently slide into recess at the end of the
year, to hibernate for seven months until
the end of the following July, and then to
dawdle along for the -first Jour 'or 'fivoe
months of the session, to end with an
attempt at bundling through a long list of
Bills, all of them of the utmost importance
and all having a bearing on the finances of
the State, we cannot look for any improve-
mieat. So long as wre allow the country to
be governed in that fashion, so long will
the present drift continue. I protest against
the fact of our being offered merely a Bill
similar to that which wve have had in previ-
ous years, containing no indication what-
ever that there is going to be any improve-
ment or alteration during the present year
on what we have experienced during the past
nix years.

The PEIR(Hon. Sir Tames Mitchell
-Northam-in. reply) [5.41]: 1 quite realise
that the Leader of the Opposition is fully
Justified in drawing attention to the position
of the finances. However, the Budget is now
before the House and hen. members are deal-
ine with it. The Estimates show that there
will be a considerable difference between this
year's results and those of last year. I think
hon. members will agree that it is a very good
thing if the deficit can he reduced to £389,000.
The indications up to date are that this will
be achieved. It is true that we have expected
increased production to improve the position.
There have been various difliculties on the
goldfields affecting the revenue. Golddields
activities have been greatly reduced. We
know, however, that the mines are looking
up in various goldfields, and are promising
increased activity, and greater revenue. I
have already endeavoured this session to in-
duce the House to give me some additional
revenue. The Liquor Act Amendment Bill.
as introduced, provided for a total revenue of
£110,000. However, this Chamber gave me
just half the desired increase. I should like
to feel that I could reasmanbly oppose addi-
tional taxation being placed on the people.
Let hon. members look at the number of
taxes the people bear-State taxation, Fed-

eral taxation, and local taxation, It is said
that the land would bear a higher rate
of tax. But land owners already have to
bear State tax, Federal tax, road board tax,
vermin tax, and water tax.

Ron. W. C. Aagwin: Most of it is being
paid out of loan moneys.

The PREMIER: No; loan moneys do not
pay taxes. Again, hon. members must bear
in mind that governmental responsibilities arc
growing year by year. The cost of the edu-
cation system has increased owing to ex-
tended settlement. The cost of the Health
Department must increase year by year.
There has been a rise in the expenditure on
charities. These various departments eat up
every penny that we get from State taxa-
tion. A few years ago it was not so, but it
is so to-day because the needs of the people
are ever increasing. The House would pro-
test against curtailment of expenditure under
any of these heads. I know horn. members
might say that there should be greater econ-
omy regarding the expenditure of the Edu-
cation Department, hut I also know that the
House would not countenance the reduction of
expenditure on charity, medical, or health.
Of course all that expenditure has to be met.
The loss on the railways is due almost en-
tirely to falling off in traffic, and that in
turn is due to depression on the goldfields.
Howevcr, that difficulty, is gradually being
overcome. It seems to me that the difficulty
must be overcome with increased production
and increased traffic. In the early period of
the war business was almost at a standstill
for a long time. Then the aftermath of war
had to be faced and everyone knows that
country storekeepers were in trouble because
of decreased trade, which meant also the de-
creased use of the railways, and consequently
a fall in the revenue. We have endeavoured
to meet the situation by rigid economiy in Gov-
ernment departments. It must not be for-
gotten too that we have spent a good deal
of money in development work and in settling
people on the land, and if we have bad in-
creased revenue, it has been due to increased
income obtained by some of our people. In
addition to the exemption of £156 there is
also the exemption of £40 for each child, as
well as other exemptions. I had hoped that
the Rouse would assist me in obtaining what
I anticipated getting from the liquor trade.
Unfortunately, the amount of £110,000 was
reduced by half. I trust that the House will
assist me to pass the Bill as it has been pre-
sented.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

,BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT AMEND.FlJNT.

Second reading.
Debate restumed from the previous inla.
Mr. M,%UNSIE, (Hannans) [5.501 1 have

not much to say on this Bill at the present
time, as I recoprise it is a measure that Pan
better be dealt with in Committee. A siam-
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her of amendments have already been sug-
gestedi and I intend to add one or two more
to the list. I1 realise that the Act at pre-
sent on the statute book is being interpreted
in different ways by different people. The
Commnisioaer of Taxation has an interpreta-
tion of his own, and of course the taxpayers
arc compelled to abide by his decision. They
must either do that or appeal to the court,
which is a costly matter. I can quote two in-
stances of amendments made to the Assess-
meat Act last session, neither of which the
Commissioner would allow. It is my intention
when the Bill is in Committee to endeavour to
make these particular provisions perfectly
plain. I absolutely disagree with the methods
it is proposed to adopt for raising taxation,
that is, to wipe out exemptions, or reduce
them to practically nothing. If it were pos-
sible for a member on this side of the House
to move to increase the exemption I would
certainly do so.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You can do that.
Hon. T. Walker: You cant lessen the bur-

den, but you may not increase it.
Mr. MUNSIE: If that is the case there

will be more than a couple of amendments
submitted by me. I have nothing more to
say except that the system is absolutely uni-
fair.

Hon, W. C. ANOWfN (North-East Fre-
muantle [5.531- The Bill has not come up
to my expectations. When we dealt with a
similar Bill last session everything possible
was done to provide for the relief of those
who were cngas'ed in business whether com-
mercial, agricultural, pastoral or mining.
'Everythinig possible was done to relieve those
sections of the community; but what was done
to asrsist the worker? Everything that we did
for the worker has been disallowed by the
Commissioner of Taxation.

Hon. M.N. IF. Troy: He is a law unto him-
self.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It -would Reem that
Parliament does not rule so far as taxation
is concerned. The only thing to do if one
wishes to enforce the intentions of Parlia-
ment, is to appeal to the court. But we
know what that means, especially when the
other side happens to be the G1overnment.
Then it may he, not one c~ourt hut two or
three, and eventually the Privy Council, and
probably the appellant will finish up in the
baukrurtcy court. There is no doubt that
the Act is not administered in accordance
with the wishes of Parliament. There is
a section in the existing Act which provides
that reasonable travelling expenses shall be
allowed as a deduction. The Premier Ptated
last niiht that if a person lived in Perth and
he had to go to SuibiaCo in one week, to Clare-
mont in the next week and Leederville in the
following week, travelling expenses would be
all owed. I say that is not the case.

The Premier: I say it it.
Eon. W. C. ANGWIQ: If a man were em-

ployed in Perth and his employer seat him to
work to any place outside the city, and had
to pay the employee'sn fare to the place, where

the man was going to work, the employier
could claim that expenditure as a deduction,
and it would be allowed. But if a man hap-
pens to be working for himself, say in the
building trade, and he has to move about
from place to place, he receives no allowance.

The Premier: Are you quite suret
Hon. W. C, ASGWIN: Quite sure.
Mr. M1unsie: I will move an amendment

which will make it pretty- sure.
lIon. W. C. ANOWIN: I cannot under-

-tand why the department say it is quite
right to permit a doctor to have his travel-
ling expeuses in connection with the earning
of his income, and not allow similar expenses
to anyone else. It is well known that a doc-
tor whose surgery is in Perth and who he,9
to go to Subiaco to see a patient, might 'not
be able to earn his income if he did not go
to where that patient resided. In those cir-
cumnstances a doctor receives an allowance in
connection with the use of his motor car.

The Premier: And he charges; the patient.
Hon. W. C. AINOWIN: The Taxation fle-

rartment makes an allowance in such a case,
but if a man lives in Subiaco and has to
come to Perth to earn his income he receives
no allowance. He is in exactly the same po-
sition as a doctor, and yet one is allowed an
exemption and the other is not. That is
neither fair nor just in the assessing of in
come. The argument used by the Pretnie.
last night was that every person should re-
side where the work happened to be, or a
close to it as posible.

The Premier:- If they have permanent
work.

Hon. W. C. ANKGWI.N: Is it possible for
all people who are working in Perth to-day
to reside in Perth?

The Premier: No.
Hlon. W. C. ANGWINt Of course not. The

whole systemt is wrong. There might he some
difficulty in saying what is reasonable, bat
no attempt has been made to determine that.
We know well that no person can earn an
income unless he goes to thi place where it
is to be earned. A man may he supposed tc.
he earning £8 6s. per week and it may cost
himt 6s. a. week to earn that income. That per-
son, therefore, cannot say his income is £3
6s. a week. The same thing applies rirht
through. The Government aire making the
worker pay every shilling that it is possible
to raise from him. It has also been asserted
that a man who is cenducting a business finds
it necessary to use a motor car in connection
with it, hut if a person goes to his Place of
business in his own car, the Taxation De-
nartmeat do not allow the full amount that

it cost-, the individual to run that ear. I ask
any reasonable man to tell me how it is pos-
sible for the Taxation Department to say
that a man is using his motor ear once a.
week or even six times a week. As a matter
of facet, the cost of the. use of the motor ear
in instances such as this is charred up to
the business and in that way the deduction is
allowed.

The Premier: Are you quite sure of that!
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Hon. W. C. AXG WIN ± I bave made in-
juiries; it has never been questioned. One
man said, "'I use my motor car to take swe
home occasionally for my own private pur-
poses, but no inquiry is ever made as to
whether I do so or not.'' Suppose a an"
is living, in Claremont and is running a
business 1in Perth. He nify go to his business
every day in the motor ear used in connection
with his business, and receive exemption for
the amount it costs him to travel. Another
utan may also be living in Claremont
and have a business in Perth, but be
obliged to reach the city by train. He
therefore pays the Government to convey
him to his business every day, but is given
no exemption for the cost of his fares. Be-
cause a man cannot afford to keep a motor
ear and ride to his business in it every day,
but is obliged to pay a certain surm annually
to the Government to take him to Perth, he
is allowed no exemption, whereas the other mn
who can afford to keep a motor ear is granted
exemption.

Thp 'Miniister for Works: It costs some-
thing to run a motor car.

Hon. P. Collier: It costs something to ride
in the train. One man is entitled to exemp-
tion if the other is.

flun. W. C. A 'GWIN: I am dealing with
the question of exemption, and not the
amount involved. The man with the motor
ear can charge it up to his business and is
exempt, but the other man I referred to re-
ceives no concession. There is also some diffi-
culty with regard to an allowance for medical
expenses. I understand that the intentions of
Parliament in this respect are not being
carried out. A man 's taxable income may be
less than £250 but he is not allowed any ex-
emption on account of nmedical expenses. My
attention has been called to this by a person
who gives a good dent of his time to taxation
matters.

The Minister for Works: Are you sure you
are right?

Mr. Munsic: I nam sure he is.
The Minister for Works: I thought if a

person had an income of over £250 he was
not allowed any exemption for medical ex-
pen ses.

Hon. W. C. AN GWJn The Act deals with
the assessment of actual income; not the full
income itself. If the income assessable for
taxation is over £250, the individual cannot
get exemrption for medical expenses, but the
intention of Parliament was that if the in-
come fell below £250, exemption should be
granted. This intention has not been carried
out, and there is nothing provided in this Dill
to give effect to the wishes of Parliament.

Hon. P. Collier: It wa, intended that this
should he one of the deductions.

Hon. W. V. ANOWIN\: It was certainly
the intention of this House.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is what we asked
for.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Commissioner
of Taxation is acting under certain advice.

It all depends how a case is put to a
solicitor as to what advice he will give. In
this case two opinions have been given, one
being diametrically opposed to the other.

Mr. Pickering: 'Which one do you agree
with?

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: I agree with the
first decision.

HIon. P. Collier. The intention of this Homse
should have been accepted without recourse
to legal opinion.

.'%r. Pickering: That certainly was our in-
temtioD.

lion. W1. C. ANOWLY: It was made quite
plain at the time. I hope in Committee mem-
bers vill definitely state their desires in this
direetion, and leave no loophole for escape.
We must see that the Bill clearly shows the
manner in which the Taxation Department
shall carry out the decision of Parliament.
More latitutde should be given to persons re-
quired to furnish returns. I have been up-
pealed to on many occasions to wee if more
than a month could be given to a person to
enable him to get in his return. People may
have money in the State savings bank and
there may be certain interest due upon it, but
if that is not shiown fault may be found with
the taxpayer. People are liable to a fine if
the return is not sent in by the due date.
This Bill should set out clearly what time is
allowed to a taxpayer for furnishing his re-
turn, instead of its being left to the discre-
tion of the department.

The Minister for Works: What do you
think of the new forms?

Hlon. W. C. ANGrWIN: I do not know that
I understand them.

The Minister for Works: I do not under-
stand them either.

M r. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [ 6.71: 1 wish
to emphasise the remarks that have been
nmade by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin), and to en-
dorse the view he expressed as to the in-
temntion of this House when the Act was
amended last year. I have here a copy of
a letter written by the Deputy Federal
Ociumissioner of Taxation to a business
house in Perth. It is as follows:-

1 am in receipt of your letter of the
Ifith ultimo, and inform you that the
State Commiqqioner has interpreted the
words ''taxable income,"' used in the
State Income Tax Assessment Act Amend-
ing Act No. 17 of 1922, to mecan the tax-
able anmvnint as defined by the Act less all
allowable deductions, except the following
coucessional items:-ifc insurance, chil-
dren, repairs to private residence, medical
expmenses, rates and taxes other than those
paid on business premises. Until this
interpretation is proved to be incorrect
the amended Act is being applied to all
State income tax assessments in accord-
ance with the decision mentioned.
Hon. P. Collier: Who signed that letter?
.Mr. ANGELO: M.r. Whiteley, the Deputy

Commissioner. Ile is evidently throwing
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the responsibility upon the State Comimis-
sioner, 11r. Black. We had the definite
assurance of the Government during the
dchnte last session that all these deductions
wruld he allowed,

The Premier: They are allowed.
lion, P. Collier: 'No.
Afr. 'Munsie: The Commissioner has re-

fvsed to allow them.
'Mr, ANGELO : During the debate last

session the Mfinister for -Mines said-
After the man has arrived at his tax-

able income, all deductions having bden
trade, the amount incurred for medical
expenses will be deducted from the tax-
able amount.

Mr, Angelo: With the 'Minister's assur-
ance that that is the position-

The Mfinister for M.%iacs: I do not give
the member for Gascoyne an assurance;
the Act provides for that,

I* was the intention that these deductions
should be made. I am glad the matter has;
been brought up by the bon. member, and
aut pleaqeM that I was in possession of the
letter T have ,just read. The interpretatio
appears to be that of our State Taxation Com-
missioner, and evidently the Federal Tax-
ation Commissioner has had to abide by the
finding of the State official.

'Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [6.10]: 1 wish to
eater my protest against the niner in
vvh.,eh the Act is being administered by the
Taxation Department. It is wrong that the
Cenonissgioner should take advantage of
everyv section of the Act to inflict penalties
upon the taxpayers which were never in-
tended by Parliament. Section "8 of the
Act of i907 says-

If any person fails or neglects to
furnish any returns within the prescribed
time; -or (b) knowingly and wilfully
makes any false statement in any returns or
makes any false answer -for the purpose
of evading or enabling any other person
to evade assessment or taxation; or (c)
hy any falsehood, wilful neglect, fraud,
art, or contrivane whatsoever evades or
attempts to cvade assessment or taxation,
lip shall be liable to pay for each offene
under Subsec-tions (b) or (ce) a penalty
not exceeding £100).

In 1918 that Act was not amended, but a
jien- section, Section 68a, was added as
follows-

Any person who fails or neglects to
furnis4h any return as and when required
by this Act or the regulations or by the
Commissioner, or (b) fails to include any
assFessable income in any return shall, if
a taxpayer, be liable to pay on demand
by the Commissioner, by way of addi-
tional tax, an amount of not exceeding
]I- per centum of the amount of tax
assessable to him.

A fine of 10 per cent. is to be added for
],ttsiess in furnishing returns. That was
clrurly the intention of Parliament, but the
Commissioner takes advantage of the 1907
Act to fine as he thinks fit.

M r. A. Thomson : Do you think a man
ought to be fined if he is late through un-
avoilable circumstances?

The Mi1nister for Mines: He is not fined.
M\r. (N)RBOY: Ile should not be fined.

The- Act gives the Comimissioner power to
rk-mit fines where the circumstances make

it ncessary.
The Minister for M,%ines: The Commis-

siklier will give in extension of time wher-
ever that is applied for.

Mr, CORBOY: I am not sure that he will
di- so.

The Mfinister for M.Nines: I kaow he will.
The M1inister for Works: le does.L He

haq already given me three extensions this
rear.-

lion- P. Collier: It is your political influ-
enhc that has secured you that concession.

M2r. COEBOY: I wish I had as mueh in-
fluenee as the Mfinister. I have before me
not assessment fronm the department which
demonstrates what is being done.

The MXinister for Works: I do not want
to see aa assessment for 10 years.

ion. P. Collier: If the assessments puzzle
yuc how do you think we get on with them?

Mr. CORiBOY: According to this assess-
nicuit the Commissioner has fined the tax-
payer in question 50 per cent. of the amount
of the tax for being late with his return.

The M[inister for Works: There must be
some special reason for that.

Mr, (OR-BOY: There is no special reason.
The ease is being fought by the taxpayer,
th-ough I do not know what the result will
he. It is apparent that the Commissioner
is3 taking advantage of Section 68 of the
Act of J9(17, instead of obeying the in-
structions of Parliament given in the 1918
Act in respect to the 10 per cent. fine. It
should he made clear to the Commissioner
u.der which section he may operate.

Mr. NfeCALLUM1 (South Fremaintle)
[0.13]: Last session I referred to the position
of waitresses and housemaids, At the time
the Premier doubted whether the Act was be-
ing carried out in the manner described by
ime. I assure him that it is still being carried
out in that way. Waitresses and housemaids
are being compelled to include in their income
tar returns a sum of 25s. a week as an allow-
ince for board and lodging when they live

on the premises. Their wages may amount to
only 1 5s. a week, but this compulsory allow-
ance of 25sL a week brings them up to £2,
on which they have to pay income tax.

Ron. P. Collier: Mlen tan get board and
lodging for that.

M.%r. A. Thomson: Are they not exempt on
that income*

Mfr. M.%cCALLL'M: The Taxation Depart-
mient makes up their income to over £100 a
year by enforcing this allowance of 259. a
;week. 'These unfortunate people have there-
fore, to pay income tax on the whole amount.
This has been doae systematically. If that
%ystemn is to be followed a more liberal allow-
ance than 25s. should be made. The A-rbitra-
tion Court has set down the basic wage at
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f4 a week. In this vase the Government are
extracting taxation from girls receiving as
little as 159. a week. It is an unjust, tinair,
and inequitable tax. Although I drew atten-
lion to the matter last year 'no change has
been made in the position. We should pro-
vide in this Bill that this shall not continue
any longer.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 pa.

.Mr. MARSHALL ('Murchison) [7.30): 1
desire to acid a little in support of those who
have spoken in hostile terms concerning the
attitude of the Commissioner of Taxation. T
know of one or two eases which, in fly
opinion, have been unjuistly dealt with by the
Commissioner. I believe, however, that there
are others not less autocratic than the Com-
missioner in their dealings with the taxpay-
ers. The Premier knew of the attitude
adopted by the Commissioner long before this
and in consequence, by his silence or inac-
tivity, lie has practically coucurred in the
position the Commissioner has taken up and
has really encouraged him to carry on. In
doing so, the Commissioner has flouted Par-
liament.

The Premier: I wvnnt him to merely carry
out the law.

Mr. AARSH1ALL:, The Preini~r knows
what has been going on and this is not the
first time his attention haa been drarwn to
the matter. I regard the Premier as more to
blame than the departmental officer because
hie was fully cognisant of the intention of
Parliament, inasmuch as he listened to the
debates in this Chamber in favour of the
deductions. The Commissioner, however, has
flouted Parliament.

The Minister for Works: That is a serious
na-cusation!

Mr. MARSHALL: Btit it is true. The
Premier knew what was going on, and he
could have taken ste1~s to give effect to the
wishes of Parliament. I Cannot u1nderstand
how it can be contended that under the ex-
isting system of taxation, there is any pro-
vision. for exemptions whatever. We Were
given to understand that it a married enuplo
happened to exist for 12 months on £156,
they would he free from taxation, In the
event, however, of the married people earn-
ing £157 they have had to pay taxation on
the whole amount, without any exemptions
whatever. There is nothing in the Act de.
dlaring definitely what the exemption is. It
is deceiving the -taxlPayers who are not conver-
sant with the laws and who imagine that
there is an exemption of £150, provided they
are married. That! however, is incorrect. The
present law is calculated to deceive the ma-
jority of the taxpayers of the State and I
believe it was meant to do so. I wish to
binng before the notice of the Premier a
inatter affecting the taxation of elderly pee-
Tile. I refer to those who are the old pioneers
who hare battled through life in the back
areas for ninny years past. Some of them are
old warriors 6o years of age or more. Be.
cause they are not prepared to accept charity

in the form of old age pensions or invalid pe-n-
sious, they prefer to remain at work in the
back blocks, battling along.

Thme Premnier:, That is not charity.
Mr. MARSHIALL: At any rate, the accept-

ance of pensions is below their dignity. They
feel that while they cnn earn a living wage
they want to do so, and this despite the fact
that many of theum arc will qualified for the
old age pension. These men, if they earn
£100, should they be single, or over £156,
should they be married, have to pay taxation.
That is most unjust. When people ha~ve
reached such an age and have roared families
and battled through the pioneer work of the
outback districts,, they could well be exempted
from the payment of taxation. That was
what the Hlouse desired.

The 'Minister for Works: How do the Fed-
eral people deal with them?

Mr. MARSHALL: If the State Govern-
ment have an'- influence over the Federal Gov-
ernment, I will he prepared to advocate steps
being taken to bring the matter before the
Commonwealth authorities. Let us for once
refuse to be copyists and set out to provide
an example for the Commonwealth Govern-
umeut. Mfembers of this Chamber have no de-
sire to penalise the o1(1 people.

The Colonial Secretary: But what trat-
meat do they receive front the Federal Gov-
ernment?

'Mr. Underwood: 'Never mind the Federal
Government.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: I do not know what
treatment is meted out to these people by the
Federal authorities. They do not wvant that
treatment nor do they expect it. The mem-
ber for Pilbarra (Mr. Underwood) knows of
several instances and perhaps knows of the
one in whichi a Government employee is conm-
cerned. Hle is 67 years of age and has
reared a family of five. His wife recently
died and he is now subject to taxation as a
single mam. This is his treatment after he
has put in years of his life, as an old warrior

.in pioneering the mining industry outback!
Hle hags either to resign his position and be-
conic a burden on the country or to continue
battling along. lIt is beneath his dignity to
become a burden on the community as a
whole, with the result that he is penalised by
means of taxation. It is unjust and unde-
.served. People of such an age might well be
left to enjoy the remaining years of their
life 600 ur 700 miles away from Perth, with-
ouit heing worried by taxation. I1 hope the
Premier will relieve these people froin taxa-
tion.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL-PEAXLYNG ACT A-MEND-
MENT.

Returned from the Council with an amend-
ment.
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BUIL--HOSPITALS.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. MULLANY (Mfenzies) [7.41]: As a
member of the Royal Commission appointed
to inquire into the'Bill which was submtitted
to this Chamber during last session, I feel
somtewhat disappointed at thle reception
accorded to the measure so far. 'When the
EiM was; introduced lost session, grave and
sti ii: olijcctiiins were rakised to the form
ilI which 0t W.S pres-ented, mainly because
(if the taxation loroposak. Thoseo proposals
louicled only one. section of the comrmunity,
namely, those who pail rates to the
local governipig bodies. Thle taxation
proposals did not tonec] in any uny man 'y
thousands of ivage-carnert who were, not j1ay-
lag rales Ito any local anuthorty. Further, it
was statedl at thle time--and I think with full
3nstifcatioa-thnt the class. of ppople who
would not have beent touched by those taxa-
tion ilroposlsH iere the lieolet most likely to
use the poublic hospitals.

Mr. 'Underwoodl: That is not correct.
Mr. MI'LLANY: When the Commission

began making inquiries, we naturally got in
touch with the representatives of the, local
governing bodies as much as possible. We
realised that the representatives of the local
authorities we-re the people most concerned in
the Bill, inasmuch as they were being asked
to take over the control of hospitals, with the
assistance of subsidies from the Government
as prescribed in the Bill. The only centre
in favour of last year's Bill -was the Bcverlev
road district. There the representatives of
the local authority said the money they could
raise under the Bill, with the assistance of
the Government subsidy, would be sufficient
to finance their hospital. I do not know
wh-ether tile member for Beverley (Mr.
Broun), then Colonial Secretary, had any
influnace on that road board. When thle bon.
member was speaking on this Bill the other
night lie supported the Bill of last session,
declaring it to have been infinitely preferable.
to the Bill before usa. Of course a long-
established, lorosperolls district like Beverley
would be in a position to finance its hos-
pital under the Bill. However, the Royal
Commlissionlers had to take into consideration,
most ((le dlistrict alone, but all hospital dis-
tricts: and whilst it may he that 'Beverley
could hare got on very well under last year's
Bill, other districts would not have been able
to cayry on. We are developing a vast new
countri, and the conditions of a long-estab-
lished. district like Beverley would not be
found to apply to many other districts. I
have grave dloubts whether the system of
suhsidising hospitals is ever sound. Under
such a system a prosperous district has great
advantages giver a struggling new distriet.
The member for North-East Fremantle (Ron.
W. f7. Angwvin), in opposing the second read-
Ing, raised three main objections to the Bill.
First he said the hospitals would he in a
viorse position under the Bill than St present.

I have been quite unable to follow the boa.
membter in that statement. Hie said the Bill
almoest prohibits the (;overnmuent fromt giving
any heli to the hospitals, outside the taxatioa
to be collc-ted. That was never the intontion
of the Royal Commission, nor do I think it is
the intention of the Giov-rnmeat.

Ron, P. Cornier: The Estimates show it.
'Mr. MJULTANY: The Estimates have

nothing to d~o with thle Bill.
Hon. P. Collier: Thne Estimlates show the

intention of the Government in that regard.
Mr. MUTLLANY: I am going to ask the

Mii-teqr It give the llowse :'n assurance
tl,-at ji is not the intention of the Govern-
lInelt.

Hon. I'. Collier: But there arc the fliti-
mates,

'Mr. 'ILJANY: They have nothing to do
uiith the Bill.

lion. 1'. Collier. lint theyv have everything
to dor with the point .ou are manking.

.r.MUbiLANY: If, when ia Committee,
the Leader of the Opposition is not satisfied
with the pruivisions af tine Bill, if it is not
clear to him that tither sources will be found
for financing the hospitals, I will help hium to
manke it perfectly clear that it isj not the
initention of the Government to restrict the
hospital finanres to the proposals under the
Bil. The second objection raised by the
member for North-East Fremantla was to
the appointment and constitution of thle pro-
posed hospital trust. I am not altogether
enamoured of the appointment of that trust.
We may be able te get on quite well without
it. But the lion. ivember was wrong when he
said the trust was to take the management
of local hospitals out of the hands of local
committees. Nothing of the sort is contemt-
plated. The Royal Commission desired to
encourage ini every way the establishmnent of
local governing boards of various hospitals,
anld to encou'rage the appointment of local
committees 4a centres where no hospitals
exist to-dayv. The lion. menmber attacked the
constitution of the trust, saying there would
be on it at least three mnembhers of the British
Medical Association. The Leader of the
Opposition decla red it was possible to have
on the board four members of the 'British
MYedical Association. It is improbable that
there will be even three, anul impossible that
there shouldl be four, unless indeed the out-
side districts were to appoint the fourth
member. The member for North-East Fre-
manntle almost ridiculed the provision that the
central trust should have power to appoint
advisorc or visiting committees. He said we
would have the central trust, the local hos-
pital commnittee, and also -ti advisory comn-
muittee all appointed to inquire into the work-
ings of the one hospital. Here again the hon,
member mnisinterpre-ted the intention of the
Bill, and even its actual wording; because
the clause provides that in respect oif hospi-
tals nder the direct management of the
board, an advisory committee may be ap-
pointed by the Governor. The Royal Comn-
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mission's reason for recommending that
clause was that we desired to establish local
hospital committees in centres where exist-
ing hospitals are maintained and controlled
entirely by the department. Although we
could not force people to take control of
their local hospitals where those hospitals
are now maintained by the department, yet
the desire was to appoint local people in the
first instance as an advisory committee, with
a view to stimu~lating in those centres an
interest in the local hospital, which is entirely
lacking to-day. That was the idea underlying
the proposal for the appointment Of advisor
vomnmittees. Again, the member for North-
East Fremantle said the one thing we had
been looking for was that doctors should be
pernmittedl to follow their patients into the
hospitals; and the hon. member complained
that no provision for this had been made in
the Bill. With his knowledge of the Medical
Dlepartnment, the hon. member ought to know
perfectly wveil that it would he absurd to put
such a provision in an Act of Parliament.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Minister said it
was so.

Mr. MrLLANY: I hope the system which
has obtained in the past, and under which
medical men have objected to this being done,
will be broken down. The system has already
been broken down to a considerable extent
in the State. I mentioned Narrogin where
there is a Government controlled hospital.

Mr. Unaderwood: This Dill does not alter
it.

Mfr. MULLANY: I asked the local medical
officer if lie could see any real objection to
doctors following and treating their patients
in the public hospitals. The question was put
and Dr. Mackie answered in this way:-

If there were a resident medical officer
at the institution, would it interfere with
the administration of the institution if
doctors followed their patients to the hos-
pital ?-Xot if they acted in a common
Sense way. Before the war broke out, when
Dr. Lewis was resident medical officer here,
I had no interest in the hospital, but by
courtesy of Dr-. Lewis. T was able to sendi
patients there and treat them myself, and,
recognising his courtesy, if there was any-
thing extra I Wnnted, I asked him about
it, and the whole thing worked satisfac-
torily. I would be prepared to extend the
same courtesy to any other practitioner
here.

Dr. Aberdeen, of Norwthamn said-
There should be a district medical officer

in charge, and it should be arranged that
the patients of other doctors are admitted
if there is room for them. Most of the
Paying patients in Northam go to private
institutions. If I were a district medical
officer I would not object to another
medical man sending his patients to the
hospital, because I think it would be a
fair proposition.

These are two fairly prominent members of
the British Medical Association, and not only

did they raise no objection to the proposal,
but they said they could see no real objec-
tion to it. Dr. Matthews, who is in charge of
tile Kalgoorlie hospital, told us he had very
grave objections to it, Us it would have a
tendency to upset the whole administration of
the staff of the hospital. We could only judge
between the men who gave e~idence.

Mr. Underwood: Where did you get the
evidence I

Mr. ML'LLANY: Prom the doctors, who
were quite competent to speak on the ques-
tion.

Mr. Underwood: You dlid not go to the
right place. You got the evidence you were
looking for.

Mfr. MULLANI': The hon. member is nor
fair in speaking like that. In every centre
we visited, we advertised for people interested
in the Bill to give their Views. We asked no
individual to attend except representatives
of the labour organisations and the friendly
societies, but they did not reply and did
not tender evidence.

Mr' Johnston: Everyone had a fair chance.
Hon. P. Collier: How do you know?
Mr. MlULLANY: It would be a good thing

if we could get the medical men generally to
waive any objection to doctors following their
patients into public hospitals. t would be
one of the functions of the central hoard to
arrange for the question to he discussed by
members of the British 'Medical Association,
the outside local governing bodies and peo-
pie inlterestedl in hospital work. If this Bill
becomes law, it will bring into operation an
entirely new system of hospital administra-
tion an~d inailc;, and it would be wvise to have
a representative trust in the early stages to
work out the details of administration and
put the system on a good basis.

lion, W. C. Angwiu: Do not the Medical
D~elmnrtuient do that now?

MrMLLANY: If members awe quite
satisfied that, with the taxation provisions of
this Bill, the administration will be perfectly
safe in the hands of the Medical Department,
I shall raise nio objection to the adoption of
that co,,r~e. The only reason for proposing
a trust would be to break down the objections
which might he raised in the outback dis-
tricts. One of the greatest anomalies dis-
covered by the commission was the utter lack
of uniform~ity in the method of financing andl
ninntaining the hospitals. Tt has been stated
during the debate that there have been no
comiplaints on the score of the general man-
sgeiuent of hospitals. In that respect the com.
mission had no complaints either. Wherever
we went we found that the staff were effi-
cient, earnest and desirous of doing their
best. But the present system of financing
and maintaining the hospitals is absolutely
unfair.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: This Bill will not
improve it.

Afr. MVULLANY: That is a matter of
opinion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How can it, with less
money?
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Mr. MULLANY: The lion, member does
not want any improvement.

Hlon. W. C. Angwin: I want to see hospi-
tals put in a better position, but this Bill will
not do it.

31r, MULLANY: Notwith stand in g the
bald and unconvincing statement of the mem-
ber for North-Easit Fremnantle, I maintain
that the Bill will improve the present po-
sitionl.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How will £113,000
improve it when they are getting £142,0000
to-day.

Mr. AI'LLA'NY. The lion. member was
not in the Chamber when I began, or he would
understand my views.

Hon. WV. 0. Angwin: The 'Minister has
come down With his Estimates, amid there is
clear proof for you.

11r. 0 'Loghleu: We shall see what the
Minister says when you hav-e finished,

Mr. MfULLANY: If for no other reason
than to bring about uniformity in the system
of financing our hospitals, this Bill should
be pasped.

Hon. P. Collier: Could not that be done by
administrative act?

Mr. MINT'LLAXY: There are about 46 hos-
pitals outside the metropolitan area, and 24
of them were established and are maintained
entirely by the Government. The remaining
22 are controlled and to a large extent main-
tained by local committees. I am not aware
how the systemn has grown up, but it is a
striking fact that the old established and
prosperous centres are the places where the
department have established and aire to-day
maintaining hospitals. There is a local man-
aging committee at the Perth Hospital, but
so far as we could gather, no attempt is made
in the metropolitan area to raise financial as-
sistance for the upkeep of that instit ution.
At Northam we found that the hospital was
maintained entirely by the department, with
the exception that a fine new ward had been
built out of returned soldier funds.

'Mr. Underwood: That is just as good.
MNr. M11ULANY: Infinitely better, I think.

At Albany and York hospitals have been es-
tablishied and are maintained entirely by the
Government. At Kalgoorlie the hospital is
maintained by the Government. At Leonora,
Mteekatharra, Kellerberrin, Mferredia, .Jarrah-
da le-

'Mr. Pickering: And Busselton.
Mr. MULLANY: I believe Buaselton

should be included though we did not visit
that hospital-at these places the local peo-
ple do a great deal towards the nmintenane
of their hospitals.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: The goldfields hos-
pitals are under different conditions.

Mr. MULLANY: I am aware of that.
They are nnder different conditions to the
extent that medical funds have been estab-
lished to which the inine workers principally
eontril-ute so much per week, there payments
entitling them to medical attention and hos-
pital treatment if necessary. But these ar-
rangements have been made with the local

medical mna who own or who have
ititere-ts in private hospitals, and a
great majority ot thme patients are sent to
private hospitals. The Kalgoorlie Hospital
is the same as the IPerth Hospital-for the
upkeep ani treatment of indigent patients,
the State is entirely res1 .onsible. At Albany
I asked the mnatron if the local people took
any interest in the managemnit of the hos-
j'ital. She smiled and answered, "'They do
sormetiies-when they are sick." But unless
they are ill it does not seem to strike more
than a few to visit the hospitial and inquire
how the institution is getting on. She as-
touuded me when she told us that, a few
weeks before, she had visited an orchard
wshence a large number of eases of apples had
been exported to London. Lying around
were hundredweights and possibly tons of
apples, blemnished, it is true, and not suitable-
for export, but still good rand wholesome. The
matron told the- (' ommliSSion that she said to
the owner of the orchard, ''The hospital
would be very pleased to get sonic of those
aplples. which look like going to ruin and rot
here.'' The reply she received was, 'Tme
Glovernment's duty is to maintain hospitals,
and if the hospital wants apples let the Gov-
ernament buy theta."

Hon. P". Collier: That could not happen
a nywhere except at Albany.

Mr. 'MULLANY: The instance is a glar-
ing one, no doubt; bitt we found the samte
spirit of apathy in York and ninny other
centres. I do not blame the people of these
centres, for they have never been called npon
to suppotrt their hospitals. It is simply the
,. tent) that has gone on. The Government
establish and maintain a hospital, and all
the staff ave to do is to send the accounts
to hepadqiiarters, whereupon the accounts are
settled. Let ate illustrate how committees
controlling hospitals htave been treated. The
meniber for Forrest (Mr. 0 'Loghlen), w-ho is
not present, would be interested in this.
When the Royal ('omumission went to .Iarrah-
dale, which has a snmall hospital for which
time local people do a, good deal, and in fact
almost entirely maintain, we heard sonmething
of an influenza epidemic wvhich occurred at
that cenitre. The hospital accommodation
proved inadequate, atnd a nunmber of the in-
fluenza patients had to be scat to the Perth
Hiospital. The amedical fuid at Jarraildale was
being contributed to by a nuitber of those
patients. The result was that eventually the
Jarrahdrlae hospital commiittee n-crc billed for
about X1,50 onl account of maintenance fees
in respect of the patients sent to the Perth
Hospital. That is what happens where peo-
ple have a sense of their responsibility inl the
matter of hospital amaintenance. Had the
saIme iafluena epidemic occurred at York,
where there is a hospital controlled by the
department, the patients would have been
kept in the hospital. Aceonmnodation would
have been found for them; wires would have
been sent to the department in Perth for ex-
tra nurses, and the State would have borne
the whole of the cost.
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Holl. P. Collier: Will the rel etition of that
-Jarralidale inc-ident be prevented by the pass-
ing of this Bill?

Mr, .%MLLLA.NY: The effect of passing the
Bill will be to make people in such places as
York and Albany, and thle residents of the
nmetropolitan area, pay their quota towards
the upkeep of hospitals in the same way s
the -Trrahdale people are now doing.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: They must pay or
the patients must be allowed to die, you mean.

'Mr. Mt'LLANY: That may be the hon.
memiler 'a view. Would hie let thre patients
dlie?

Hion. W. C. Angwiln: No*.
Mr. M1ULLANY: Why impute it to others,

then?
Bon. W. C. Angimr: f was talking about

the Bill, not about the hon. member.
Mr. M-%ULLANY: Another objection has

bceen raised to the taxation proposals. The
inember for Beverley (MNr. Braun) stated
that if direct taxation for hospital purposes
wvere imposed, it would stop thre flow of char-
ity from ladies and gentlemen "'ho now give
voluntarily. I agree with that contention to
a considerable extent, but I also put up the
further contention that v hilst the flow of
charitable contribution may tend to be dim-
inished, the loss in that respect will be far
more than offset by the payments of people
who have never voluntarily contributed any-
thing towards hospital maintenance. A wit-
ness at, I think, Merredin, said, "'I do not
disagree with the taxation proposals, but if
direct taxation is imposed it will be found
that voluntary contributions will cease; the
effect w-ill be to close up the channels of
charit .'' I replied, ''That is so, but many
other channels will be opened wvhich hav~e
never been opened yet.'' I believe that the
taxation proposals of the Bill will work out
far more satisfactorily than the system, or
lack of system, existing to-day. In re-
reply to anl interjection, I said that thle
Commission, w-hile desirous of getting in
touch with everyone sufficiently interested
to give evidence, endeavoured to place
themnselves in touch with only twvo bodies,
the labour organistationa of Perth and Kai-
goodie and the friendly societies. Person-
ally I much regret that members of those
crganisations did not accept the Commission 's
invitation to state their views.

H~on. P. Collier: But there were so ninny
Com~missions sitting that those bodies were
probably busy' before some of the other
Comnmissions.

Mr. 'MULLANY: That ma 'y be so, but T
do) not know why the Leader of the Opposi-
tint should look for such an excuse. The
position of members of friendly societies
has been raised, and no doubt will be raised
agnin. I fail to see that the provisions of
tire Bill will impose any great hardship upon
members of friendly societies. A aiember
of such a society has taken out what is
really an insurance policy; by paying into
the society' , he gets an assurance of medical
attention and medicine should] he require it.
That is all thle friendly society undertakes.

We must conclude that the members of the
various friendly societies are satisfied with
the arrangements they have made, since
otherwise they would not continue to con-
tiil~nte. But there are in this State many
tle usands of men who do not belong to
friendly societies, who carry their own urn-
snrance risk, inasmuch as if they fall ill
they are responsible for the payment of
fecs for medical advice and medicine. That
aspect has nothing whatever to do with the
tcxation proposals for the npkeenp of hos.
litals. The man who is a member of a
friendly society, if it should happen that
hie has, to go to a hospital, is admitted to
a hospital; and the man who does not con-
tribute to a friendly society is admitted on
an equality. I altogether fail to see where
the hardship to members of friendly
societies comes in under these proposals.
Every member of this House is well aware
that when the last Bill was piresented here,
objection Was raised onl the ground that tile
incidence of taxation was unfair and did
not cover a sufficiently wide area. Under
that Bill many people escaped who it was
thought should pay. The Commission fully
reatlised the difficulty of arriving at a
reconmmendation which would give satisfac-
tion all round. After much serious con-
sideration and inquiry we have put up
recommendations which we believe to he
fair and equitable.

Mr. Pickering: We were unanimous.
Mr. MJTILLANY: Yes.
Hll. W. C . Angwin: The Bill is not in

accordance with your recommendations.
Mr. MTULLANY: As regards the Main

taxNation proposals, the Bill is entirely in
accordance with the Commission's recoin-
nendations.

Mr. O'Loghlen: But you thought that tho
revenue to be raised cin'der the Bill would
be supplementary to the Government's ex-
pondliture onl hospitals.

Mr. MULLANY: Undoubtedly, and I still
bold that opinion. It would be an absurdity
to mrake out anything else. The cost of
tkeep of hospitals in this State last year
am about £181,000, and the estimated re-
ceipts under this Bill are £113,000. 1 eon-
sier that it would he absurd to take the
nmensure into Committee unless the Minister
in charge of it gives us an assurance that
effect is to be given to the Commission 's
views in that respect.

Mr. 0 'Loglilen: Will the Minister give
the assurance?

Mr. MULLANY : Tue Mfinister must
liptak for himself. Tile Comimission put up
the taxation proposals in all sincerity, be-
licving that they represented a vast im-
provemnt onl tre existing state of affairs.
Th., member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) last
might expressed himself as somewhat fear-
ful jest the provisions of the Bill should
reaet harshly upon people employing
ab-origines. Let ale inform the hon. member
that at the present time Government hoe-
pilals have power to make employers of
ait origines pay hospital maintenance for the
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aborigines who enter the hospital. No aw
let me relate an incident which occurred at
'!nrnarvoa. There we heard, as we heard
in many other places, that the greatest diffi-
culty in collecting maintenance fees arose
in the case Of the floating population, men
working here for a month or two, and six
months later working somewhere else. I
qbestioned the matron of the (larnarvon
hospital on the point, and she confirmed the
statement to some extent, but she added,
''T3hey are not by any means the oniy
pecle who evade payment of hospital fees
if they can. ' Then she instanced some
stations inland from (laruarvon, giving their
names. The names are recorded in the evi-
deuce, and I do not propose to mention
them just now. The matron said, ''The
Owners of those stations employ the abor-
igines, and send them here if they fall iii,
and we have the very greatest difficulty in
collecting the maintenance fees from the
station owners.''

M1r. Underwood :There has been a
nmessing uip as regards the Aborigines Act.

Mr. IMULLANY : ''Sone,'' the matron
sa4,- ''are very good indeed, and pay with.
out any trouble at all.'' She went on to
instance one or two stations, giving their
namnes hnd the names of the owners, which
I do not propose to mention here. Only a
few weeks before the visit of the Commi s-
sion, she said, a sick native was brought to
the hospital, and she questioned him where
he was working, because someone had ad-
vifed her of the position. The unfortunate
native said, ''Not working.'' She said,
''Who told you to say thnt.?'' Hie replied,
"Ohl, imissns, the boss tell me say that be-

fore he send nme here.'' I mention this
incident as showing that it is not only the
floating population w'ho seek to escape pay-
anient of hospital fees.

Hon. P. (Collier :I know that station
owner; he is a prominent member of the
Ce-untry' Party.

Mr. MULLANY: In conclusion, let me
so" tlhat I believe the Bill will make a vast
iniprovenient on the present state of affairs.
I trust hon,. members will allow tile measure
to go into (Committee. The nmachinery, if it
is not oil, or quite nll, they would like it to
he, can he amended there. Let us treat the
nicasure strictl 'y on *s merits and endeav-
our to improve it.

Mr. UTNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [8.301: 1
have ven- little to say on this Bill. The
Leader of the Opposition expressed my
thoughts, and perhaps he expressed them in
better hInguage than I might have been able
to use. The member for Tremantle (Mr. Gib-

son) yesterday pointed out that there was a
club which, he said had spent E13,000. If a
club could spend] so much money, they would
contribute towards hospital upkeep, by way
of taxation, about half that total.

Mr. Eroun: The Federal Government got
most of that.

M.%r. .T. Thomson: Do you belong to that
club?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No. Every man who
spends 6d. in a club or a pub is paying taxa-
tion to the extent of 3d.

Mr. Broun: You might say the same thing
about a roan who goes into a grocer's shop.

Mr. t'NDERWOOD: No. What is the oh-
ject of taxation? It is to provide for certain
functions of Government. r asb, what are
the functions of Government for which we
collect taxation compulsorily? We provide
the LUniversity, which is free. Wve provide a
Zoo, parks, a7 museum aind a library. Do we
impose special taxation for nay of thosqe?
-Not one of those is as necessary as is a hos-
pital. Is not the upkeep of a hospital a
function of Government? Why should there
be a special tax imposed for the ninintenuance
of hospitals? That is a point that no member
has tried to explain. I give the member for
\ldenzies (.%r. Mullany) credit for having
gone thoroughly into this matter, Hie knows
that the presenit system is not right, hut hie
has not touched onl the real essence of the
question, Is it the function of Government
by means of ordinary taxation to provide for
hospitals? Is it or is it not?

Mr. Davies: It has been the custom.
Mfr. UNDERWOOD :We are spending

three-quarters of a million on education, ';e
are providing a University which is free-
and] those who go to the University can afford
to pay. Then why should we not provide for
hospitals? I am like scores of thousandls of
other Australians, in that I have never cost
the State sixpence for hospital attention, htt
if I w-ee asked which I would prefer to sulp-
port, a museum, a university, a1 park, a zoo, or
a hospital, I would say at once a hospital.
Those who go to the University or to the
Ifigh School, to to the gyrmasiumu associated
with the High School, go there because they
have the time at their disposal, because they
like to go there; hut those who go to a hos-
pital go there because they are ponor and sick.
.Ire they tnt our first chiarge? Scores of
thousndsii, I suppose 20,000 men in this State
did as I dlid when they took the full responsi-
hility of manhood, and joined a friendly
society so as to Provide medical treatment
for thieir wives and children.

The 'Minister for 'Mines: Up to a point
only. Yon cannot quote a single instance
where a friendly society provides hospitnl
attendance.

Mr. PUNDERWOOD: If you can get the
dovtor to go to 'your own residence, there is
no need for you to go to a hospital, except
iii rare cases.

'The Minister for Mines: In many in-
stances nursing is more necessary than even
the attendance of a doctor.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: In this case, as a
taxpayer, T am prepared to pay.

The Colonial Secretary: The Bill will en-
able the State to provide the facilities.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Bill will enable
nothing except to collect the tax, and when
n-c conmc to the question of taxation it is
specifically provided that we shall tax wazes
at the source.
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Hon. P. Collier: Every employer in the
State will be a tasrgatherer.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Exactly. S~ome 20,000
members of friendly societies are practically
all wage-earners, not salary earniers. They
art to be taxred, notwithstanding that they
make provision for themselves..

Mr. (hesson: They insure themselves.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Exactly, and they arc

gung to be taxed. The Minister, when intro-
ducing the Bill, said that it was proposed to
catch somle of those who were escaping taxa-
tion.

Mr. O'Loghlen: A drag net.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: And shearers were

espectially mentioned.
M1r. A. Thomson: They can well afford

to pay.
Mr-. ETXDE13WOOD : Exactly. As the

Leader of the Opposition pointed out, if they
can afford to pay hospital tax, they can afford
to pay income tax.

Mr. Broaun: They dodge the income tax.
Mr. UNDERWOOD:; Alter that tax but do

not adopt this paltry, miserable way of col-
lecting it.

Hon. P. Collier: if you can collect this
from every man and woman, you can collect
income tax from every man and woman.

Mr. UTNDERWOOD: I agree with the
Leader of the Opposition to a great extent.
He said hie was opposed to the Bill from the
title to the last schedule. T would not go so
far as that. I am in favour of the title.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Minister is going to
make an announcement later on.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: This is a legacy that
was left to the present Minister by that ex-
traordinary impossibility-

Mr. Pickering: Do be fair.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: -the late Minister

for Health, the present Minister for Educa-
tion and Minister for the North-West. It is
from him that the Colonial Secretary has in-
herited the Bill. Y sympathise with the GJo]-
onil Seerefbry for having to put through
('olebatch 'a rubbish.

The Minister for Mines: This is merely
prejudice on your part.

Mr. ITNDEEWOOD: There are two or
three things we want to know and we want
to he as clear on those points as we can. The
first is, why should there be a special tax
for lhospitalsl

lion. P. Collier: That is the point.
M-%r. FNI)ERWOOD: Let some member des-

fine that and give it to us. Why should we
want a special tax for hospitals' I have been
thinking particularly about education, and we
hear the slogan, 1'Free from the kindergarten
to the University' I would prefer thea
slogan, ''The health of the people from the
maternity, nurse to the ,indertaker."

The Miinister for Mines: It is free so far
a% the undertaker is concerned. You do not
have to lay him; you are dead.

Mr. UNDbERWOOD: I trust the Bill will
be well discussed. The one thing that must
be established before wve pass the second read-
ing is why there should be a special tax for

the upkeep of hospitals. The other point
that has to be decided is whether our income
tax Act is gathering in all the people. Is it
necessary by an Act of this description to
bring within its scope boys and girls, old
men and old women, wrho do not earn suffle-
ient to lay income tax? Those are the two

1.oihlts that have to be made clear by the Min-
ister, and if he cannot make those points
clear we should throw out the Bill.

Hon. T. WVALKER (Kanowna) [8.42]: So
much has been said, and said to the point,
that r feel somewhat reluctant to add to the
debate, but I was particularly struck by the
harrowing appeal to the Minister made by
the member for Mteazies (Mr. Mullany). fle
wanted the Minister before the debate closed
to assure the Chamber that he did not intend
that this tax wvould diminish the contributions
,rom Consolidated Revenue for the upkeep
of hospitlals.

M1r,. IMullany: Nothing of the sort.
Hon. T. ALKER: That is what I under-

stood the lion, member to mean.
Mr. Mfullany: The assurance I asked from

the Minister was that the money raised by
taxation Would not be the only money ex-
pended for the upkeep of hospitals.

Hon. T. WALKER: That means nothing.
Mr. 'Marshall: Heads I win, tails you lose.
Hon, T, WALKER: That is not what was

conveyed to hon. members. What the hon.
member says means simply nothing, for if
we get the tax and are also allowed to make
appeals for private voluntary contributions
-it is clear that the Bill provides for volun-
tary charity as much as it provides for the
tax-it all relieves the Government. It saves
them from administering the hospitals by
means of the Treasury. The hon. mnembe~r
cannot have forgotten that the 'Minister in
introducing the Bill made a special point of
the fact that it was to save the Consolidated
Revenue.

Hon. P. Collier: The only purpose, he said.
The Colonial Secretary : Not the only

purpose, though it Will relee the Con-
solidated Revenue.

Elon. T. WALKER: He made a declaration
to the effect that if it had been possible to
continue to provide the necessary funds from
Consolidated Revenue the Bill would not
have heen brought down. If it were not
for the relief afforded to the Consolidated
Revenue there would have been no Bill.
This shows that that was the point in his
mind.

The Colonial Secretary: It is one of the
points.

Hon. T2. WALKER: It was the point. The
other points do not count.

Hon. P. Collier: They would not have jus-
tified the Bill.

Hon. T. WALKER: If it had not been for
the saving of revenue the Bill would not be
before us now.

The Colonial Secretary: The Bill will se-
cure other advantages as well.

Hon. P. Collier: There would have been no
Bill.
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lHon. T. WALKER: There may be other
advantages; but for this one there would not
have been the other advantages. We should
have hod no chance of discussing them.

The Colonial Secretary: TPhat is an admir-
able thing.

lion. T. WALKER: Hec states emphatically
that the passage of this Bill will, it is hoped,
relieve the Consolidated Revenue to the
extent of £100,000.

Thie Colonial Secretary: Not less than
£100,000.

Hon. P. Collier: It may be more.
Ron. TP. WALKER: The Minister says

"at least.'' That means that the Bill is
not a hospitals Bill but a taxation Bill, for
taxation by a subterfuge, as a side line, a
trick of Government.

The Colonial Secretary: After an honest
and full admission?

Ron. TP. WALKER: What does the MNin-
ister admit? He admits he is going to save
considerable revenue by an outside tax, which
is not a tax the Government impose, but a tax
handed over for collection, manipulation, dis-
tribution, and control by a trust.

The Colonial Secretary: For the help of
the sick poor.

Bon. T. WALKER: What does that meant
If we have the treatment of the sick poor so
much at heart, why not be manful and take
the hint given by the member for Pilbara.
(Mr. Underwood), and do it from the foun-
tain source; not by a side issue, by means of
some outside organisation?

flb,. P. Collier: Why not amiend your tax-
ation Acts?7

Bon. T. WALKER: It is a side show to
a big circus.

The Colonial Secretary: The tax will be
collected at the source.

Ron. P. Collier: From the 7s. 6d. a week
youngster?

Thle Colonial Secretary: That is not so.
Hon. TP. WALKER: If to meet every

demand made front the Government they had
brought forth an income tax, every phase of
the question could be discussed. We could
take into consideration the infirm, the incom-
petent, the weakling, and the unlucky. We
could spare them contributions front the
public purse in fair and open discussion. But
this Bill is not fair and open. This is a
general poll tax to be levied upon every con-
ceivable class~ of citizen. No matter
how they may have been pursued by
the skeleton oif unenmploymnent, or how
sickness and infirmity-not to the ex-
tent which dii-es them to the hospital,
but unfits them for work-may have
been their coustant oppression, no matter how
incapable they may be, because of the ad-
versity of the bour, of earning the necessary
sustenance to keep life within their frames,
they must pay. There is no excuse, and no
Ret out for them. The hypocrisy of the thing
is rendered more obvious when we have the
Minister saying it is for the poor and sick.
Do not use the poor and the sick to corer
such a hypocritical pretence as doing merciful

acts and bestowing charity, when the only
object is to save the Consolidated Revenue
£100,000! It hurts me to think the Govern-
ment could come down to such an unmanly
level as to impose a tax upon every citizen,
no matter what the conditions are, simply
because the State is hard up.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no siuuilar tar
in Australia.

The Minister for Mines: Some of your
members supported it.

Hon. P. Collier: Not on the principles
contained in this Bill.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, they did.
Hon. TP. WALKER: No. There are people

who would support it without due consider-
ation, moved not by intellectual capabilities
hut by this appeal to the charitable object
of assisting the sick and poor. They will do
anything to help the poor who have to spend
the end of their days in a hospital. There
are multitudes who would lock up their
reason when it came to helping the unfortu-
nate hedridden. They do not think when
their hearts are appealed to; it is all senti-
ment to them. They have been appealed to,
and this may possibly help to carry this Dill.
T9 it not a measure of our civilisation to help
the helpless, to care for the bedridden and
the sick I In savagery we have some show
of it, but it becomes scientific and complete
in a civilised people. That is why we hare
hospitals, why they are nationalised, and why
it is looked upon as the duty of all the people
to maintain them.

The Colonial Secretary: That is what the
Bill says.

Hon. TP. WALKER: The Bill does not say
that. It is a further whittling away of the
duties of Government. It says, "'please re-
lieve the Minister in charge of this depart-
ment, and place the responsibility upon some
outside body.'' More hoards, less Govern-
ment, less responsibility; pint everything on
to boards! If there is a thing that should
not be entrusted to boards, but which should
he distinctly and emphatically a complete
function of Government, it is the care and
the relief of the sick and the maimed. This
is the most delicate of all the machinery of
human society. It is this that is to be dele-
gated to an outside lot of nabobs, doctors,
and others.

The Minister for Mines: I do not know
about the nahobs.

H~on. T. WALKER: Why should we be
constantly delegating these functions of Gov-
enument to boards? Why should we not take
the futll responsibility ourselves? We want
money for the hospitals. Appeal to the
people on these lines, and I am sure the
appeal would meet with a good reception, pro-
vided the extravagance and waste that are
going on around us were stopped. They
would say willingly ''we will pay more in
taxes on our inconmes and on our properties.
The Government, however, should have com-
mand of the purse; they should be the tax-
gatherers.'' We should be able to reach the
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Government in this Chamber, but we cannot
reach these people, for they do not belong to
US-

The Colonial Secretary: We can reach
them, all right.

Hon. T. WALKER: They are outside us.
With this tendency to boards, to bureau-
cracies, we shall ultimately have a ruling and
domineering power that cannot be reached,
and cannot be touched through the represen-
tatives of the people.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister is the
gramophone for his perinanent heads.

The Colonial. Secretary: The Minister has
control over the board.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Minister cannot
control his own secretary.

Hon. P. Collier: He is a rubber-stamp
M iister.

Hon. T. WALKER: We know what is
going on with heads of departments. This
State is run by them.

Han. P. Collier: Hfear, hear!
Hon. T. WALKER: The Minister is in

constant touch with them. Ministers are seek-
ing now, not heads of departments, but these
outside bodies.

The Colonial Secretary: The other night
we were complimented, and one department
was congratulated.

Hort. T. WALKER: Upon what?
The Colonial Secretary: Upon its fine ad-

ministration.
Hon. T. WALKER: That might be so.

Here is a Minister bragging that his sub-
ordinates do their work excellently. He is
putting all responsibility, praise, and lauda-
tion upon his department. That is what I alit
saying. Thank goodness, we have good melt
in the departments, or where in the end would
the Government be? True, wit can be thank,
ful] for that. All thanks to the departments!
They are doing the work. According to the
Minister they are deserving of congratula-
tion. I am not envying them that congratula-
tion or denying it to them, but for good-
ness sake, do not come lower down to bodiesi
which have no connecting link with the great
public functions. My objection is to the mul-
tiplicity of departments, to independent cor-
porations which are running the affairs of
State, and to the delegation of a matter likec
this, wherein the health of the whole com-
muanity is concerned, to an outside body. The
member for Pilbara is quite right. Thae fun-
dlamental duty of wise statesmanship is to
have a healthy community. It is to have one
where every vital energy can he properly ex-
ercised for the common good. Disease is al-
ways a burden: sickness is always a weight.
The maimed and wounded and incapable are
always something for the rest of the corn-
inaunity to carry. If we can remove the sick,
that is to say, bring them back to health, if
we can cure the wounded, we Shall benefit the
whole community. In our 'Medical and Health
Departments% we have the vital clue, so to
speak, to our public welfare. I would not
trnst that to any extraneous board; it
should he the Goverunent 'a chief concern.

I do not want to say anything more. I1 de-
test the Bill because it is a departure front
sound principles of taxation. I detest it, be-
cause it is a miserable subterfuge and pre-
text, and a cowardly attempt to foist taxa-
tion on to a non-taxable section of our
citizens. It is a proposal by the Government,
wsho have not the courage to come down with
some honest suggestion or proposal, to shuffle
off time responsibility on to outside bodies. I
shiall not support thie second reading of the
Bill.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Capt CARTER (Leederville) [9.0]: I wish
to say a few words in connection with the
Bill1, which I support heartily. r support it be-
cause I believe the personnel of thme Conimis-
ion, appointed by the House last year, which

wvent thoroughly into the question of our hos-
pitals, their present difficulties and needs,
and their future needs as well, was comprised
of men wvlo should be given credit for dis-
crinination and common sense, which enabled
them to dissect the evidence placed before
then, and to bring forward their findings in
a business-like form. The Bill has been largely
framed upon the findings of the Conmmis-
sion, and as the Commission was representa-
tive of all political Parties in the House-

'Mr. O 'Loghten: This is not in keepi
with the recommuendations of the Comnission.

The Minister for Mines: The taxation part
is-

Capt. CARTER: In the main,, the Bill is
ini accordance with the recommendations of
the Commission.

'-\r. O'Loghlen: The member for Menzies
said the Commission never anticipated the
taxation in this form.

The 'Minister for Mines: They proposed
this form of taxation.

Mr. O'Loghlcn: They thought it would be
Supplementary to other taxation.

Capt. CATER: The Bill is largely one
dealing with finances. I cannot see how the
member for Kanowna arrived at his conclusion
that the Bill is a miserable subterfuge or a
political trick or a -Sde show to a big cit.
em's. Those were the terms he applied to the
Bill. The Commission dealt with a problem
that is before US in Australia and before
other civilised countries in the world, and has
been before them for mnany years past. The
fact remains, however, that the members of
the Commission had before them all the evi-
deuce possible to be collected in the State.
There was no party feeling introduced into
the meetings of the Commission that I have
heard of. There was no necessity for any
MOnc feeling, because this question is one that
has rested nearest to the hearts of Englishmen
so long as there have been Englishmen. The
care of the sick and needy has been the
first charge on all civilised communities
throughout the ages. There was no need for
Stirife in the investigations of the Commis-
sion, because of the very nature of the
subject. The Commisqion have placed their
views unanimously before rmg to indicate the
best means of properly controlling and
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financing our hospitals..' There should not be
any party feeling imported into this dis
cuission. We have not heard all the meem-
bers of the Commission speak and 1
sin1 interested to hear remarks from
the Opposition side of the House, seeing
that their leaders have spoken so strongly
in condemnation of the measure. The moem-
ber for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) asked
loudly whose function it was to look after
thc Sick. He Said it was the peculiar fue-
tic,, of the Government. I agree with that
anC. if the Glovernment camne boldly forward,
as the Minister did in introducing the Bill-,
and said openly that they considered it was
ceceosary to lecvy this special tax for hos-
pital purposes, I cannot see that there was
aniy subterfuge or trickery about the mat-
te,-, as the member for Itanowna (Honl. T.
Walker) suggested. I cannot swe that his
reference to cowardly and unfair taxation
was 1 nstifled.

The M.kinfister for Mines: If his references
were justified, they were charges against his
own supporters.

Capt. CARTER: Yes, as well as on the
House who appointed the Commission. I
cannot undlermtand the attitude adopted by
the me-mber for Kanowna and I cannot see
how his charge against the Government
of hrinqingr in a measure based on purely
slclipy sentimentality can be maintained.
To my mu,1l, he did not prove his ease in
any wayv. With the use of ninny words, he
Condemned the Bill, but I have never heard
a speech with less foundation of solid eriti-
cisan tIhun that delivered by the member for
Kl(,owna. Ta Western A,,stralia we are
upjizaainst peculiar conditions oil account
of the immensity of our areas and the large
distances to be traversed. In consequence,
our hospital problem is one which should
be iret and settled immediately. The Bill
to mv mind will be the means of raising
si:ffieiciut money to place the hospitals in a
satjsfncotory position, providing them with
oll th~e latest and most modern appliances
for medical purposes and enabling complete
and adequate treatment to be provided to
the residents in the country districts, as
well as in the cities. By this means we
sl'all be able to meet the difficulties as they
arise tn-day, and obviate the necessity of
brineing people 400 or 500 miles to the city
for any special form of treatment. I d0
not say that the Bill will give its modern
hospitals in every district, but it is possible
that it will be the means of providing such
conveniences in every large district, so that
modern equip~ment and hospital facilities
will hie available. It is essentially a charge
upon the people of the State that thil sick
and poor shall he looked after.

Mr. 0 'toghlen: How can that be done,
when less money is to be provident

Capt. CARTER: It is a question, to my
mind, as to whether they really are to have
less money.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It has been proved.
Capt. CARTER: From what T- can make

out, there will be a larger sum obtained

thtan the hot). member suggests, and that
there will be more than there was during
the last financial year. The objection raised
as to the unfairness of the levy of Id. in
the £1 taxation can be fairly met by saying
that the men in receipt of fromt £250 up-
wards will continue to pay as the moo on
lower wages wilt also pay, but the men
receiving £C250 and upwards will not use the
hospital and will not in one ease out of 100,
receive a pennyworth of ]tell) from the
facilities provided by the hospitals.

Mr. A. Thomson: And if a man goes to
the hospital, he will still hav:e to pay.

Capt. GARTER: Yes, it will be impossible
for hint to get into the hospital unless hie
rays his way, as obtains now in the Govern-
meat hospitals. I cannot see how there can
be any honest objection on the part of
members to direc laxation of this nature,
and why it should he suggested, instead,
that there should be an addition to the
p~resent taxation and the money taken from
Government fundis in the ordinary 'v. It
is merely a matter of taking it out of one
pocket instead of out of the other.

.Mr. Marshall: This means taking money
out of both pockets.

Capt. CARTER: Knowing the people as
I do, I believe thev will gladly contribute
to~ so laudable a cause. In any case, the
Bill will do away with the continual
cadging we see in nor streets.

Mr. Marshall: On the other hand, the Bill
makes provision for continuing that
cadging.

Capt. CARTER: It does not.
Mir. Munsie: There is special provision

for it.
('apt. CARTER: lion, members are under

a misconception in that connection. It will
absolutely eliminate the cadging that goes
on at present in connection with our hos-
pitals and other institutions.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Not at all.
Capt. CARTER: I believe the Plan in the

street will welcome the Bill Rad, after all,
he is the man who will feel the additional
levy of a penny in the £1 more than others.
No one probably is better able to gauge the
feelings of anxiety that pervade the home
when sickness comes there than the man
who is short of money, Those people, how-
ever, will stand up to their obligations and
provide the necessary funds. I believe the
measure will result in much good to our
institutions. I intend to support the Bill
and I believe the House will agree to the
second reading because it is an honest
attempt to deal with this problem, quite
apart from the suggestion of sentimentality.
No greater appeal can be made to the public
than for funds in aid of sick children and
women of the community. By tbe same
token, as the people have readily contri-
buted ins the past to the maintenance of the
indigent poor and sick ones, so I think they
will stand up to the added imposition of a
penny in the £1 for hospital taxation
purposes.
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Mr. CRESSON (Cue) [9.13]: 1 intend to
vote against the second reading of the Dill.
I look upon it as a taxation proposal, with
the object of filching another £113,000 from
the pockets of the taxpayers. Provision is
made that the enmployers are to be tax-gath.
erers. It also provides that every person
in receipt of a wage or salary shall be taxed.
It deals particularly with those interested
in shearing, droving or min.ing contracts.
People who have such contracts, have to pay
on the gross contract, less 10 per cent. Those
of uts who have had experience in connection
with these contracts, know that there is at
least 50 per cent, to cover expenses in con-

cetion with them. Mfore especially does this
apply in the ease of mining contracts where
the individual has to supply explosives, tim-
bers, and everything else necessary in con-
im-tion with the contract. It shows that the
people who drew uip this Hill had no idea of
Ihe costs in connection with these contracts
when they say that they will appoint the em-
ployer, w~ho is the taxpayer letting the eon-
tract, to collect taxation on the whole con-
tract, less 10 per cent. I am opposed also
to the proposed trust. I mu at a loss to know
whether it is to he elected by the local an-
tlhorities or by the subscribers. It will be a
central trust consisting of five members fe-
presenting the metropolis and two repre-
seating the ouly ing districts. [n other
words, agricultural, pastoral and mining are
to be represented by two members. On the
Yurchison the plastoral and thc iiing in-
tvests work in conjunction for the local hos-
pital. However, the proposal in the Bill in-
cludes all pastoralists. I do not know how
they -a re going to come together to appoint
a rcrecatative. The members of the trust
arc to be allowed to draw up to £350 per an-
null, whic-h does not inclu de their travelling
expenses. It means the creation of another
dv-1 artnient which will absorb a large per-
reatage of the taxation to be collected. It
is I -ovidcd that four members of each local
board shall be elected by the subscribers. In
ay %iew the subscribers should elect the whole
of such loard. The taxation wtill be collected
all over the State and centralised iii the met-
ropolis. Application will have to be made to
the trust for a few pounds requaired for the
reiinvation of a hospital. On the Murchison
all the hospitals are committee hospitals, sub-
sidlised byr the Goverunment. We have consid-
era Ide trouble in getting anry increase in the
suhlvl, while if we require: any renovations
or additions, the only thing to do is to appeal
to the loc-al people. So far fron, the Dill
dointr awvay with cadging, it provides an in-
cent lye to increase cadging. Last year's Bill
"-:s far better than the one before us. The
p'rii-pal objection to that Bill was that it
wale provision for the tax to he collected
from, the local authorities, or the ratepayers'
roll. The Bill before us proposes to collect
tax freo, the whole of the wage-earners. As
will be seea from the evidence given before
the Royal Commnission, most of the local au-
thorities out back objected to the tax being
collected from a section of the people, and

pointed out that single men in boarding
houses would be exempt. That is quite true.
Still, provision could be made to rope them
all in without such a Bill as this.

Mr. A. Thomson: The tax is not muach.
'Mr. CRESSON: It is too much for those

not receiving a living wage. All the peo-
pie on the Murchison are contributing to the
upkeep of the local hospitals. It has been
said that it costs more to run a committee
hospital than to run one under Government
control. That is partly accounted for by the
extortionate railway freights. Moreover, the
corrunittee hospitals pay their staffs higher
wages and feed them better than do the Gov-
ernunet hospitals. Also the committee in
charge of a hospital, work in well with the
doctor and miatron and, wherever possible,
adopt their recommendations.

Mr. A. Thomson: Do not those hospitals
receive a subsidy from the Government?

Mr. CRESSON: Yes, we collected £1,400
and received £700 in subsidy.

Mr. A. Thomson: If you collected £1,400
you ought to receive a subsidy of £1,400.

Mr. CRESSON: The people on the Mur-
chison were well satisfied with the provisions
of last year's Bill, but are not at all satisfied
with those contained in this Bill. If the Bill
becomes law, it will be very discouraging to
local efforts.

'Mr. Davies: Are those efforts for the up-
keep, or for the establishment, of hospitals?

Mr. CHESSON: For their upkeep. The
hospitals at Cue and at Meekatharra. were
originally Government hospitals, but were
handed over to thc people, and have since
been run by local committees, who collect
from the local people subscriptions for the
maintenance of those institutions.

Mr. Teedale: Do they get their money in
fairly well?

Mr. CRESSON: Yes, both the regular
payments and the donations tinder spec-
ial efforts. For instance, on a Hoqpi-
tal Sunday recently, 0560 was collected.
The people in the back blocks have
done far more for the upkeep of local
hospitals than have people in other parts of
the State. The taxation proposed under the
Bill will kill all that. The Colonial Secretary
hiniself said it would relieve the Treasury to
the extent of over £E100,000 per annul.., and
we find that on the Estimates the provision
for hospitals has been reduced to six months.
It is clear th~at the Government assistance
given in the past is to be cut right out, and
in future the hospitals will have to depend
exclusively on the taxation. Ta outback Is-
triets friendly societies make provision for
the hospital treatment of their members. At
Northampton they have a medical fund and a
doctor, but no hospital. Provision is there
made for sending a hospital ease to Gerald-
ton, or even to Perth, the local committee pay-
ig for his hospital maintenance for a period
of 16i weeks. If he requires to be longer in
the hospital, he makes application to the core-
mittee for an extension of the period, and the
application is invariably granted. If the Bill
become, law, it will knock out all that sort of
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thing, for everybody will be paying hospital
tax, and many will object to paying anythingm
to the hospitals over and above that. Last
rear's Bill made provision for a pound for
pound subsidy on moneys raised for the as-
sistance of loeni hospitals. I will vote against
the second reading, for I do not think the
Bill can be satis4factorly amended in Comn-
niittee. Like Paddy's gun, it requires a new
lock, stork and barrel.

Mr. A. THOMSON (IKatanning) (0.301: 1
regret that sonie members have expressed
their intention to oppose the second readint.
Those of us who have had anytlhing to do
with hospitals have realised that something
should he done to improve the present meth-
odls. I hope the second reading will be passed.
I do not say that T support the Bill in its
entirety. I faori a considerable portion of
last 'year's Bill and I am not altogether in
favour of the trust proposed under this mea-
sure. The appointmient of such a trust would
place too much control in the hands of the
metropolitan area and in the hands of medi-
cal men. I ami strongly opposed to giving
meialn men practically the whole control o
the administration of the hospitals throughout
the State. Laymen might be a little miore
sympathetic. The member for Pilbqra (MAr.
Underwood) asked why ire should have a
special tax for hospitals, and the,, he went on
to deal with education and a lot of things
which the State is supplying apparently free.
To say that wre have free education and ether
things free is a misnomer. The people of
the State have to pay for these things. This
measure is at least an honest endeavour to
spread the cost of the administration of the
hospitals over the people. Exception has
been taken to the tax of Id. in the pound.
The Leader of the Opposition said there were
88,000 taxpayers who were expected to carry
the deficit now amounting to £5,500,000.
When the Government come down with an
honest endeavour to meet some of these re-
sponsibilities andl make the great bulk of the
people, who receive the benefit of the hos-
pitals, pay for their maintenance, they are
deserving of support. During a controversy
in my district a medical man maintainedl
that 90 per cent, of the patients could be
treated for their ailments in their own homes
if they had homes.

Mr. Mlann: I think he was a bit astray.
Mr. A. THOMSON : I think he was right.
Mr. Mann: T have been on the committee

of the Children's Hospital for five 'years and
T would like him to prove the statement.

Mr. A. THO-MSON: T am prepared to ac-
cept is statement. When a large percentage
of the people who use hosipitals have no
homes, it is necessary to provide ae'otmoda-
tion wshere they may receive proper medical
attention. Those people, however, should con-
tribute their quota towards the expense of
hospitals. The Lender of the Opposition said
that under this Bill it was proposed to bring
in 140,000 people who at present contributed
nothing to the Consolidated] Revenue.

lon. P. C'ollier: I said 100,000.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I accept the correc-

tion. The 1(101100 people should pay their
quiota if it were only 6d. a year. The mnem-
her for Cue (Mir. ('hesson) stated that the
p-ople in some districts were already paying
anil lie instan cii the people in his own dis-
trict who were paving up to 1s. fId. per week.

IHon. P. Collier: If the 100,000 should pay
their quota to hospitals, why not their quota
also for the upkeep, of education and other
functions of Government?

Mr. A. THOMSON: If the hon. member
lprop~osed that, I would be prepared to sup-
part himi.

'Mr. Chesson: The people in my district
pay is. Oil, in subscriptions in addition to
their Roeal effort, amounting to £:5 per year.

Mr. A. THOMSON: This system is de-
signed to obviate the necessity for a contri-
bution such as £3- a rear.

Mr. (!hesson : Whlere will there be any
alleviation? Look at the Estimates!

Mir. A. THOMSON: We know that the
Government have anticipated receiving under
this measure a certain amount of revenue.
i, the country districts we have our local

hospitals. There are two in my district and
the people have contributed half the cost of"
the buildings and are paying half the cost of
time maintenance. In some distuiets the people
are paying very much mnore than half. When
we realise what the metropolitan hospitals are
c-ostiug the Government, we should commend
the Glovernmnt for having made an honest
endeavour to meet the present position. I
believe the Bill can be amended in Committee.
Inistead of the trust I would prefer the Mfedi-
cal Departnment continuing to run the hos-

1 iitals as in the past. If a trust were es-
tablished, it would mean the creation of a,
new department and more expense. The de-
panrtment have always treated the country dis-
tricts symipathietically and helped them to the
best of their ability, and I am prepared to
continue under that system. The wage-earner
should pay his quota, because he is the man
most likely to receive the benesfits. If a man
contributes £5 or £6 a year and is unfortunate
enough to have to go into hospital, I would
agree to his receiving a similar concssionm as
part payment of the fees while in hospital.
I support the Bill, hoping that it will be eon-
siderahly altered in Committee.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) 19.391: In view
of the report of the Royal Commission and
the various interests consulted by the Coin-
mnision, I see no reason why the second
reading should not he earnied. Criticism has;
certainly' been levelled agains t the measure,
but the miatters which have given rise to criti-
eism can he adjusted in Committee. The Gov-
venct, in franming this measure, should have
givvn some consideration to the members of
frie~ndly socictie . It has been held, and
rightly so, that those who pay to friendly

sijeisare not plaring for hospital treat-
mn-t, but many of the hospitals, especially
those in the coingested areas such as Perthi,
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Fremnantle, Ceraldton and K~algoorlie, receive
in the course of 12 months thousands Of
piatients, naost of whom do not pay a penny
piece towvards medical expenses. This means
that members of friendly societies are gear-
ranteving themselves as regards medical at-
tention nothwithstanding that a hospital may
be situated in their district, and these mna in
addition to paying about £2 a year, which
is the nliniuauni paynment to a friendly so-
ciety, will have to pay this tax. This in-
iquity should be rectifid in exactly the same
way as it is proposed to deal with the nian
who makes a suhscription to a hospital.

Mlr. Hferon: That was our idea.
Mr. DAVIES: If a deduction is allowed te

inemibers of f riendly societies to the extent of
the amount paid to such societies, this objee-
tion can be overcome. Another very serious
objection to the mneasure is that it will dis-
crinminate against various patients who eater
hospitals. A mana, to get free treatment in a
hospitil, wvill have to practically declare him-
self a pauper, and] that is obnoxiocs to any
Audralian. This difficulty can be overeome
by the elimin-ition of Clauise 48. We wcould
thien bring about the ntionalasation of the
h ospitals of the State. There would be no
very great objection to the elimination of
that clause, and certainly members of tha
Opposition Would uot oppose its deletion. f
agree with the mnember for Pilbara (M-%r.
Underwood) that we are introducing a new
principle in the form of this tax, but it does
not very much matter whether thne hospitals
are maintained out of Consolidated Revenue
or by a special tax on the people. Another
mattv-r deserving of attention is that there
are ninny funds; which provide for medical
attention for their nmemnbers,.and I am afraid
that instead of encouraging such funds, ualcs9
provision is mande for them on the lines I
have suggested for members of friendly so-
rieities, many of these funds will go out of
existence. One such fund, typical of several
in thic- State, is the railway hospital fund,
miembers of which are charged 7s. Gd. per
ainnum, for which they are guaranteed] mcdi
cal and surgical atteinnce at a Government
hospital, so long as it is necessary for their
to remain in it.

The Colonial Secretary: That does not pay
for them.

Roni. P. Collier: In addition to that, they
had a suirplus last yeLar of £270.

Mfr. DAVIES: I1 Was about to mention that.
Mr. Harrison: That is due to the large

number in the service.
M.Nr. DAVIES: It shows the value of co.

operation, and co-operation should be encour-
aged under this measure.

The Colonial Secretary:- It is most unusu-
ally healthy.

Mr. DAVIES: An yhow, it is a faict. The
railwvay man 's calling is regarded as a dan-
gerous one.

Hon. P. ('oilier: They take in tramway
employees, too.

Mr. DAVIES: If men engaged in a dan-
gerous calling can be given medical and st

gieal attention for 7s, Ud. per annum, it
seems disproportionate that a wage earner
under this Bill should have to pay aa aver-
age of 25s. to 30s.

The Colonial Secretary: The average under
this Bill is 16s. 10d.

Mr. DAVIES: That is twice as much as
the railway fond charges its members for at-
tendance.

Hlon. P. Collier: And they get hospital ac-
coniodation for their 7?s. Gd., but those who
liay under this Bill will not get it.

_1r. I)AVIES: That is so. Whether wre
stand for nationalisation of hospitals trill
have to be considered whea wre deal with the
question of eliminating that particular clause.
The wages and hours of nurses in public hos-
pitals have been engaging the attention of
the people for some time. I think it would
be a fair thing for the HouFe, when dealing
with the Bill in Conmmittee, to make the pass-
ing of certain clauses contingent upon the
introduction of the eight-hours system into
tioyernment hospitals. It 'wns stated recently
that hospital nurses receive 15s. per week,
The ia-t is, however, that for their first year
they receive only 7s. Gd.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I think that was
stated.

M.Xr. DAVIES: The House shnuld at least
ifirin the principles involved. In view of the

financial difficulties, there is no hope of in-
troducig the eight-hour system into hos-
pitals unless Rome such provision is made as
the Bill suggests.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 'We cannot do it Lin-
der this Bill.

M1r. DAVIES: I fail to see why we can-
not do it. Once the second reading has been
p~assed, the whole measure is in the hands of
the House.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: Not financially. We
can decreafe, but not increase.

Mr. DAVIES: We do niot want to increase.
We i-an do what is re4nired undler the taxa-
tion proposed by the mecasure.

Hon. W. C. Aiwwin: How can you decrease
the ho'mrs if you have not sufficient money to
par additional nurses?

'-\r. DAVIES: I tin~k w~e can achieve our
end by keeping the Government to their as-
surance. The chairman of the R-oyal Commis-
simn made the important statement that he
was under the impression that tho amount of
money to be collected under this measure
would be sum plemnentary to the amount granted
hr the Government. Anyone looking at the
Estimates can see that the Government are
anticipating the revenue fromL this measure
and] have correspondingly reduced the vote
for hosp9Titals. Other points could be referred
to on thne second reading, but I shall reserve
what I have to say on the various clauses
until the Committee stage. I appeal to bon.
members, particularly those representing the
workers, to pass the second reading, when it
w-ill h e open to us to mould the measure into
any form we desire.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We cannot do that.
Mr. DAVIES: There is the opportunity,

BOXY.

1739



1740 [ASSEMBLY.)

Son. W. C. Angwin: No opportunity what-
ever.

Mr. DAVIES: We can make the measure
just what we wish within the range of the
revenue provided.

Hon. P. Collier: Ahi!
Ron. W. C. Angimn: There is the limita-

tion.
Mr. DAVIES: The limitation is £100,000.
Son. P. Collier: We cannot make the meas-

ore anything we desire except by granting the
revenue.

Mir. DAVIES: With £100,000 we can do a
great deal towards increasing the pay of the
nurses and reducing their hours, and rubbing
out the pauperising clauses.

Hon. P. Collier: You are a marvel if you
can do all that with £100,000.

Mr. DAVIES: It is £100,000 additional.
Ron. W. C. Angwvin: The Premier just said

no as regards that.
Son. P. Collier: The Mfinister is wriggl-

ing.
'-\r. Chesson: The Royal Commission

thought that the amount to be collected n-
der this Bill would go to the hospitals as
additional funds.

Mr. DAVIES: Everything depends on that
point. I think it reasonable to carry the
second reading of the measure, because those
in receipt of the basic wage will not comnplan
of a little extra taxation for the purpose of
improving the conditions of those working in
hospitals.

Hon. P. Collier: If the Government intend
to make this taxatioa additional, they should
not have allowed the time of the House to
be wasted for two days in arguing the point.

Mr. DAVIES: I reserve the right to mould
the clauses in accordance with what I con-
sider desirable, when the Bill is in Committee.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. LIJTEY (Broinhill-Ivanhoe) [9.53]:
I oppose the second reading of the Bill. The
last speaker is simply sidestepping the issue
when he tries to encourage the House to pass
the second reading as a means towards rais-
ing the wages of hospital nurses. The mea-
nre is simply a taxation Bill. The member
for Kitaning (.%r. A. Thomson) calls it an
honest endeavour on the part of the Gov-
ernment to raise revenue. I sni' it is a back-
stairs way of raising reveue for hospital
maintenance. I agree with the Leader of the
Opposition that there is no more reason for
special taxation for hospitals than for any
other Government function. The member for
Leederville (Capt. Carter) referred to the
speech of the member for Kanowna. (Ron' T.
Walker) as sloppy sentimentality. It is al-
waye sloppy sentimentality when members of
the Opposition put up a fight for the 100,000
wage earners not assessible to income tax
because of the lowness of their earnings. The
Government could raise additional taxation by
increasing the land tax. I protest against
taxation of people who are below the bread
line. Let the landholders of this State, who
are only paying some £50,000 annually,

which is far too little, contribute more to-
wards the revenue.

Mr. Pickering: They pay more by way of
income tax.

Mr. LLTTEY: The income tax has risen by
about £300,000 during the lost few years, and
the land tax has increased by only £10,000. The
Premier has had the opportunity of putting
on an unimproved land tax, but he has side-
stepped that opportunity on every occasion.
For my part I intend to sidestep the present
revenue-raising proposal until the Premier is
prepared to place additional taxation on the
shoulders of those able to bear it. The mem-
ber for Menzies (%fr. MUllany) mentioned
that at Kalgoorlie the doctors have private
hospitals, and that patients who pay doctors
are sent to those private hospitals. That used
to lie the position some years ago but I be-
lieve that only one small hospital remains,
used mostly for maternity eases. The other
two hospitals were done away with somec time
ago. Miners paying to doctors or lodges are
sent either to the Government hospital or the
qt. J01,11 of (lod hospital.

Mr-. Heron: At the Government hospital,
vre were told, they would not lie allowed in.

Mr. LUTEN": the doctors are not allowed
to go into the Government hospital, but lodge
yatients are sent there. I shall vote against
this taxation Bill.

Afr: Pickering: What do you think of in-
termediate hospitals?

Mr. LCjTEY: Perhaps our friend will get
upb and let us know all about them.

M-%r. HERON (Mt. Leonoira) [9.59]:
Having been a member of the Royal Com-
mission, I did not intend to speak on this
Bill; but the turn which the discussion has
taken renders it necessary for Die to make
my standpoint clear. I visited every centre
which the Royal Commission visited. I speak
as one who has had a good deal to do with
the running of hospitals, and who knowvs the
difficulties under which those institutions
labour. I speak also as one elected by the
masses, and as one who does Dot believe in
extra taxation if it can be avoided. I do not
agree with the Bill, having regard to tho
manner in which it has been brought down;
and I rio not think any other member of the
Commission agrees with it entirely. In intro-
ducing it, the Minister said it was on all
fours with the Royal Commission's recom-
mendations. Perhaps it is as regards the tax.

Mr. Pickering: And as regards the trust.
M r, HERON: Perhaps also as regards the

trust. With reference to the taxation pro-
posals we decided to present a unanimous
report, but only on condition that each mem-
ber of the Commission had the right to ex-
press his individual views on the floor of the
House, and if necessary to oppose or
endeavour to amend ny part of the Bill. I
opposed the trust because I was familiar
with the work of local committees. I know,
too, the difficulties those local bodies labour
under, and I am aware of the fight that they
have to put up in order to get money with
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which to carry on. Sioce I have been elected
a ntember of this House I have lived practie-
ally on the doorstep of the Minister in thie
hope of getting assistance for the hospital in
the district f represent. It was understood
thatt the intinIters of the Commission would
approach Parliament with an open mnind. A
Bill was presented last year which did net
meect xnith the opproval of the cunununity.
In La-i, thepre w-as an uproar when it was sub-
mittedl. Almost every road hoard and other
local authorities passed resolutions opposing
flint Bill in the form in Whlicli it was intro-
dluced, and when the Connunis-.on was usked
to investigate the matter, the hope was ex-
pressed that a measure would he substituted
whichl would meet the position fairly. Evi-
dence was tazken by the Commission through-
out the State, and no objection was raised
fri the imlowiftioll of a tax, periled that it
was made to apply to everyone on a fair and
equitable basis. There are 48 hospitals in
Western Australini, 23 of them conducted by
th' Cr n' runent a ud 25 by local hodieq. In
the district I represent, the hospital is run
with the aid of a subsidy from the Cavern-
nient. That, however, is not adequate. We
collect about two-thirds of the money re-
quired for the maintenance of the institution,
aw'l wve abo pa'-. cur siace of the tax on the
sih'i'ly obtained frnil tile Olovo rinmenctt a.; well
a,4 our cliare of tine tax for the upkeep of the
Iq1nlsorlie hos: ital. the eost of the inainten-
antij- of which institution is; 112,000.

H1on. W. C. Aagwin: The miners have the
right to get medical attendance there; other
people have not.

Mr. HERON: Why should one district be
taxed twice and another district only once?

Hon. W. C. An-7wiu: There are special
privileges.

'Mr. HERON; But the special privileges
have to be paid for. In Leonora married
men contribute 1s. 9d. weekly, and single men
Is. 3d.

Mfr. 'Marshall: That is an insurance
ugainst sickness.

Mr. HEFRON: That money is raised over
and above what is paid in contributions. Let
me cluote an instance of two townls In close
proximity to each other, and the method of
hospital management in each. Beverley has
a leally run hospital, where the people find
twon-thirds of the cost of its maintenance. At
York, which is only 16 miles away, and which
is a flourishing town, there is the Government
institution supported entirely from Consoli-
dated Revenue. Is that fairs

'Mr. Pickering: How did York get it?
Mr. HERON: Perhaps they had a member

who possessed a. lot of influence. At Albany
there is also a Government hospital, and the
matron told the Commission that the people
there did not know that a hospital existed
until they became sick. The same thing
exists in farming communities. One district
will be found to be conducting its own hos-
pital, while another district not far away may
have a hospital which is controlled by the

Government. With reference to the position
of medical men, the member for 'Menzics
nxentioaed that in certain districts doctors
have the right to follow their patients into
the hospital. That wias started first in tine
district of Leonora, and it worked satisfac-
torily. The two doctors who instituted it are
now at Collie, and they are still carrying on
this practice. If it can be worked success-
fully in one district, there is no reason why
it should not work with equal success every-
where else. Tine Commission thought that
the hospitals should lie placed on the one foot-
ing; either they should be all locally con-
trolled, or managed by the Goverament. I
oppose the forniation of a truss

Mr. Harrison: 'Was there a inority re-
port ?

Mr. HERON: We agreed to present a
unan imous report, but we reserved to ourselves
the right to'criticise and suggest amendments
when the Bill was bef ore the Rousv. I went
so far as to advocate exemption for those
who receive under £3 a week, but T was over-
ruled by the majority. When I could not get
this exemption I sought to provide thnat those
who paid the tax, and were getting the mini-
mum wages or less, should have the right to
enter the hospital free of cost.

The Colonial Secretary: 'We hope that will
come about.

Mr. HERONX: There is no such provision
in the present Bill. At Leonora. provision is
made for attending to the sick. The member
for Fremantle (M1r. Gibson), -who was on the
Leonora Hospital Committee sonic years ago,
is aware of the disadvantages under which
the people in the back country labour. We
were under the impression that if the tax
were to he inipo.,ed and everybody was made
to contribute, hospital accommodation could
be provided for the sick at a lower rate tban
that in existence at present.

'Mr. Marshall: That is what we want, but
it is not provided for in the Bill.-

'Mr. HERON\: I am opposed to the Bill as
it has been brought down. It is aot as the
Commission suggested it should he introduced.

The Colonial Secretary: Wherein does it
differl

Mr. HERON: In the previous Bill provi-
sion was made to levy a tax from property
owvners and the amount so raised was to be
subsidised by the Government. That was the
basis on which the Commission worked.

The Colonial Secretary: It is not shown in
your recommendations.

'Mr. HERON: As that was in the old Bill
we did not think it necessary to include every
detail in the recommendations. The Minister
may have read these remarks in the Commis-
sion's report.-

We have already commented on the fact
that the department, generally speaking,
pays its nursing staff at lower rates than
are paid by local hospital committees. We
desire to record our opinion that, generally
speaking, the nursing staff engaged in the
hospitals of the State do not receive suMf-
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ejent payment, having in view tihe nature of
the employment, and the training that has
to be undergone, and in making recominen-
daotions which we consider will place the
finances of the hospitals on a sounder and
wore liberal basis, we have in view the
possibilities that will exist for inecaaia'z
the salaries of the nursing staff to a figure
more commensurate with the value of the
work done.

If the £113,000 we expected to raise was not
over and above what the Government were
already providing, how could we be expected
to make provision for increases to the staffs.'
Tine Bill has not been submitted in accord-
alive with the recommendations of the Com-
mission and therefore I cannot support the
second reading. If the Dill. reaches the Coin-
mittec Stage, We must do our best to bring it
into line with the Commission 's recommnenda-
tions.

The Colonial Secretary: You will have that
opportunity in Committee.

MrI. HERON: I have been informed by
those who have been in the Chamber longer
than 1, that it is not possible for private
mnemberi to amend such a Bill in the direction
we desire.

Mfr. Davies: You may not amend it so far
as it will affect the revenue.

Aft. HTERON: That is the vital matter. I
intend to vote against the second reading of
the Bill.

Mr. TIARRINON (Avon) [10.13]: I have
studied the Bill carefully and I hare heard
what the M.Ninister stated when he introduced
it, to the effect that it was an effort on the
part of the Government to submit proposals
tl'at were in accordance with the findings of
the Royal Commission. It appears to me that
the Bill will not give satisfaction, especially
in country districts where sell-help plays a,
considerable part, more in fact than it does
iii the.ametropolitan and closely settled areas.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The difference be-
tween what the metropolitan area gets and
what the country districts get is £20,000 a
year.

Mr. RTAX1tSON: I can speak with au-
thority concerning um own electorate. I re-
mlember the trouble there was to get a hos-
pital in a mining centre there. The people
felt they had no teeurity against accident or
sickness in their homnes unless they had a re-
ident medic'al officer and a properly equipped

hospital. They contributed largely not only,
towards the construction of a hospital, but
also contributed weekly, as did the mine
owners, towards its maintenance. If the
workers in the metropolitan area and in the
country di'ltricts had contributed in a like
ratio, this Bill would not have been re-
quiredl. This Bill was brought forward with
the idea of putting us all on an eqnal footing.
People have tried to obtain the security of
medical attention by contributing to the funds,
of friendly Societies and so on. We fear that
under the proposal contained in the Bill the
country districts will suffer to a greater ex-

tent than is now the ease. By tine concentra-
tion of the inanagemuent of hospitals in the
trust situated in Perth, country hospitals,
we fear, will not receive that super-
vision that they are now getting under
the local boards. The Bill will alter the
niethond of managing the country hospitals.
The mest successful hospital in my elec-
torate is the newly established one at Keller-
lIerrin." The people there hare paid for its
construction awl are paying for its mainten-
unev. Tme only anmount contributed by the
(loveranient ims a Sum of U-30. That amount
has been more than absorbed. by the treat-
ment given to indigent patients. Except for
the snuall amount that has been paid in fees,
the cost of maintenance has been wholly sub-
"eribed by the people of the district. Under
the principle of the penny in the pound tax
there is a daonger that the requisite amount
for the maintenance of this hospital will not
be raised and voluntary contributions will still
lie ncessary. Tine conulut of this hospital is
an object lesson to other districts.

lHon. W., U_ Angwin: It is new yet.
M. Ir. HARRIPO0N : It was built only

IS months ago. A considlerable number of
lpatiIcits have already been treated with the
utmot-t success. The institution povs~'sa It
good mnedical. officer, a competent matron, and
an. efficient nursing staff. The hospital board
is composed of men who are enthusiastic in
making the hospital a success. It was built
iii mnemory of those who fell during
the war, from amongst the in who en-
listed fronm the district. A great interest has
liven taken in the institution by returned sol-
diers. The matter was submitted to a pleb-
iscite of the people as to the form the mni-
orial should take, whether it should be a hos-
ilital, an obelisk, or an honour board. After
a good deal of controversy it was decided to
erect a hospital. The returned ment of the die-
tnict then thought they would have something
more lasting and more definite. They made
an effort to erect an obelisk. When this was
made possible the obelisk was fortunately
erected in the hoqspital ground. This has been
the means of inducing a greater interest in
the hospital management and maintenance,
and in creating enthusiasm in the direction of
maintaining the surroundings of the hospital.
The returned men are taking great interest
in both. The board has enlarged its member-
ship in order to increase the interest in the
institution. From Kehlerberrin itself there
are five representatives on the board. Tam-
win has two representatives, Doodlakine two,
and the Bandee district two. One is ap-
pointed from the north and sooth of Keller-
herrin. and the Yorkrakine district, and there
is one who represents the R.M.Q. and one the
R.S.L. of Kellerberria. This has kept alive
the interest in the institution.

'Mr. SPEAKER: What has that to do
with the Bill?

Mr. HTARRISO'N: It has a great deal to
do wxith it. In the opinion of the residents
of Kellerhe-rrin this board has brought the
lnospit-al to a high state of efficiency, and has
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been the means Of a goad deal of money be-
ing raised by voluntary subscriptions. It is
feared that the same success would not fol-
low in the train of this Bill. Surely that is
relevant to the vubjeet matter before the
House?

Mr. Marshall: It is even mentioned in the
Bill.

Mr. HARRISON: Yes. The Dill will not
tend to a forward movement in the manage-
mnent of district hospitals. If we can keepi
the interest alive in district hospitals by the
establishment of local board,., elected by
those who subscribed to the hospitals, it will
be a better system than that proposed by
the Bill. This is a memorial hospital, and re-
turned soldiers, their dependants and children
up to the age of 14, are guaranteed treat-
ment there at half fees. If the hospital is
administered by a trust in the metropolitan
area, what guarantee is there that this privil-
ege would be honoured? That is a most im-
tortant thing. There is nothing in the Bill
to provide for it. If the trust is going to take
the management of country hospitals out of
the hands of the local board, which have man-
aged them so successfully in the past, we
fear the result. In the ease of Kellerbers-in,
there is a. reserve fund of nearly £800. Whiat
is to become of that money?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It will go to the
trust.

Mr. HARERISON: Of course. It will be
manipulated by nominees of the Minister
'who form the trust. 'It is intended
ultimately to buy an X-ray plant for
the hospital. I am told this will cost about
£400. It is not intended to purchase it at
once. We never know when the harvest mar
fail. It is desired to increase the reserve
fund to a still greater amount in order to in-
crease the soecuity of the hospital. Under the
present system we have very keen supervision
over the entire management of the institution.
It is directly under the control of the board,
through the medical resident officer and the
staff. The rules of the hospital hare been
carefully thought out, And are likely to give
good results. Are wF likely to have such
good results under the system proposed by
this Dill? 'When in Committee we should do
ali that is possible to separate throse hospitals
which are now being run to the satisfaction
of the districts concerned, and are finncing
themselves, from those institutions which are
mot being so well conducted. I have no desire
to see the Kellerberrin hospital managed by
a trust or board situated 1-90 miles afar. I
do not believe in ceutralisation in the manage-
ment of such institutions.

The Colonial Secretary: It is competent
undler this Bill for local boards to be
appointed.

1Mr. HARRISON: Selected by the trust.
If the boards are elected by those who contri-
bute to the upkeep of the hospital, men will
be chosen who will best safeguard the inter-
ests of the hospital.

Mfr. Chesson: The subscribers shoold elect
them.

[65]

MVr. HARRISON: Yes. It would be diffi-
i-tlt to improve upon the management of
this institLution. Triue, mtanly of the patients
who could afford to pay evade their re-
sponsibility in all parts of the State,
and it would be a good thing if steps
could be taken to enforce payment in many
instances. The money could be collected
fronm the employers, in thle samev way as it is
colludted in the ease of muining -entros. Thm-
reason wthy voluntary- contributions have
fallen so low in tihe metropolitan, area is
that the- peop~le there feel secure ini the
iucrtIl-r of reciv-ing medical attention when
it is required. They have only to ring the
telephone to have a St. John's ambulance
sen)t down at a moment's notice.

Mr. M.%ann: A great many patients come
frioni the country into Perth.

IMr. HIARRISON: I know that. The-re are
no ambulances in the country. If a man
wan lts to rena-h the hospital lie has to be
teek-ec to the nearest railway either in a dray
or a spring cart. That very circumsetance
stiuulatvs people in the country districts
to contribute to the upkeep of their own
hospital. ft is a disgrace that the people
of the city, who have benefited so much by
th- wealthL that is produced in tL'e country.
doi not contribute more to the upkeep of
their ownn hospitals. Had they done so, .x
Bill of this kind would never have beenn
broughit down.

MrIt. CORBOY (Yi~gnrn) [10.30): 1 oppose
the see-and reading of the Bill, for various
reasons. The measure demonstrates that
tho 3Nfistry is bankrupt of ideas and it
shows that they have failed to grasp what
should bep the fundamental basis in anl en-
ileiVoiir to raise Money for hospital pur-
poJses. The fact remains that the mentality
of the M.Ninistry has not risen above a tax
of Id. iii the pound!I

Mr. Davies: But that was the unanimIous
r-cottmeudaton of the Royal Commission.

MT. CORBOY: Then it is a reflection on
the Royal Commission as well.

lion. P. Collier: It was for certain par-
loOSes.

Mr. ('ORBOY: The report of the Com-
initsion was not along wholly similar lines
ito the Bill. It is wrong to place the burden
of lthe maintenance of the health of the
eoriinin1nity on the basis of a tax of Id. in
thv pound. The whole scelime put forward
for relieving thle Consolidated Revenue if
the- neces8sity for maintaining our hospitals
is one worthy of the present occupants of
the Treasury'v benches! The Bill provides
fur thle administration of hospitals and the
control of health by a central trust. I fear
that administration by such a tr-ust would
not he in the best interests of the State and
cs~ccizilly of thle back country districts. I
have in mind an inecilent that happenedI a,
few months ago when we lost our medical
offier in Rare nathorpe. He was offered a
more lucrative appointment elsewhere and
he took the position. The district has be-
come so depopulated that it is imposgible
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toi ;t to support a inedit-al manl. The lo-
eta; tnt werv isip1 roachedl with the request
thai. they should fill the vacancy which had
oet ired in conlnectionL With the resident
nii istracy, hrv the appointment of a man
wli;i .ould fill' the duel position of miedical

i tt rnd ,iitent magistrate. The request
ra )lnt avcded to and I feel that it Was
largely because there is no sympathetic
aldmnjistration in the head office in Perth,
paiv nuarly where an outback district such
a,; flaveoistlorpe is concerned. The central-
ised Ladministration does not appear to under-
standt the disabilities under which a centre
lil;i. ltavrusthorpe is labouring. To-day the

1 .ctsitiuii is that we have no mnedical officer
awl there has not been one there for sonie
v u,:rtt. Trll people are, able to maintain
a iur -e, and a -onimunity containing ap-
1i *Finc tely 311 tll oulls is isolated over 1501
ni,ilrs awnIv troim a dloctor. 'Memibers wtill

causlie wh-Iat a hanicap it is to hie so far
:'say fron imedit-al attentifin. Personally, I
do, not beie' e that the ndiliniatration Under

onhsdti-ast would tend to relieve
jopitioi as5 that. There is no guar-

atw tchat the mnore'y raiqeil fromt tire
loekets of thle workers of the State will be
used to provide doctors in isolated uistriet-.
One) eel, irtraine that the plea of thre trust
-will b(- that they have not thle money to
tpentc, on accommodation of that sort.

11T. -Mnn : lDo you think: the position
wold lie worse than it is to-day.

Mi. s'ORB(I: It miight be worse. We
are jiiitaifhing ouir nurse by voluntary

11. . Collier : What itt the good of
pn'-Ning a Bill if conditions are not to be
iii' bte h it

+. OHBO0Y: That is so. If tile people
hia to li'V a tax of Id. in thle pound they
ncai refrain from doing any more and then
wem mar- lose even our nurse. Regarding
tin- trts made elsewhere in connection
mt:.4 tte mainteltance of hospitals, I would
rct-t rat ticularir to the position in Queens-
land. Most members will be aware of the
airtiods; adopted there for the maintenance
of tle hospitals. That success has been
nt-t'ic e' becauise of the establishment of the
Gohien Casket scheme. Ast a resnlt, the
iii: intenancve of the hospitals in Queensland
to-0ay does not involve a penny charge on
ti . msoidlntedl Rerenu.. The whole of
the ifisiitals and health administration is
jvicl Io front the monney received from that
Feiemie. There mnay be moralists here who
. illr sv that we should refrain from legalis-
iuj lotteries and that if we encourage them,
wv-~ will merely he encouraging gambling.

Nfr Teesdlale: 'flit is; not half as had as
the vadging we have here every day.

Mr. (ORBOY: It is obvious thet whatever
for -ia say, money is going East every week

frinteotment itt sweeps or consulta tions else-
where. 'While, we will not allow these sweeps
to be run here, we do not prevent our people
from sending money to other States.

M r. Teesdale:- I send a few "'bob'' myself.
11r. ('ORBOY: I hope the member for Roe-

hout-at will be as squevesslul ast I haqve been.
I drew 51 the Other day, when I took niy
first tivket for over eight years. Last year,
Tasmania reeeive, E17,l01 as taxation fromt
Tatti-rsalls. It has9 been stated that apliroxi-
Matel 'y olie-third of the revenue of Tasmannia
i4 iit riveol, directly or indirectly, from Tatter-
-'all 's consutltations. [at Queeasland the hos-
pitals are maintained as the result of funds
st-curt-d fromt a similar schemse. Good Wecst
Anstralia,, money is leaving the State every
week to lie invested in these tousultatiens.

NMr. Teesdale: The Premier's trite runs,
thema in Quteensland.

.Mr. ('ORt4OY: And if our Prenjier's wife
run thatin litre, we wouldj tIn just as wteli and
ice wrorld retain ocir money in the State. Soma
effort should bie made to deal with this prob-
Ic-mu liv ay atf a cujitultation or otlier-wise,

sitbet 1, uriiiiie hee.This would reieve
tie I on-olila:tel Rev-cnue of thev necessity for
mintainiing our hiospitals, aud no miore wt-r-
thy olujeir can hie conceived titan thle mlain-
t-n4ti-e ot the public healtlh of the Statv. I

hujc t- sonme1 thlag nil e hc in t in thle di rec-tion
of estaiblishing a consultation of that sort
with thle obiject of beniefiting hospitals anot
providing proper- medical facilities for the
ota-k districts whiere none is provided to-

day. I hole the Bill will he thrown out at
the second reading stage.

Thle Premier: You do not mean that.
Mr. ('OR BOY: I do. The Bill does eot

provide one glimtmer of hope fat- the better-
rfient of hospitals anywlhere in the State. It
will lend to the establishentent of a trust,
with the necessity for an increased staff to
cope with the collection of the tax of Id. in
thle pounid. It will men interference in dirce-
tions which will render the conditions in coun-
try hospitals worse than they are to-day. As
amtatter of fact, the conditioins in many of

those hospitals arc good to-day, bitt they wilt
not hie improved by the Bill. I trust that tile
mcvasoie will be thtrownt out and that it will
be replaced next sessiont by saote genuine
effort en the pbrt of the Government to pro-
vide a Bill which -ill result itt an im-
provemient in our hospital facilities without
hard-tship to the general taxpayer.

lIon. 31N. F. TROY (A~ft. 'Magnet) 110.401:
When tie Bill was introduced at tlte outset,
I wel outed it on the understanding that it
would afford relief to those taxpayers through-
out the mining districts who, for many years
past, have been almost wholly responsible
for thle mtaintesance of their otsn hospitals.
At 'Meekatharra, Cue, Day Dawn, M.\t. M[ag-
net. Santdstone, Youannii, amtd Leonora, the
local people have taxed themselves vry- heat-
ily for the upkeep of their hoslpitals.' Large
s;tis of money hare heen collected for this
purpose as well as for charitable objects gen-
erally. I have always had a grievance on
that account because the people living in the
wealthier and more I:epulous piarts of the
St-ate don not Pay anything towards the up-
keep of hospitals in thieir midst. Towns lie
Knihctoorlie, Gsraldton, Northant, Albany, Run-
litrv, York, Fremantle, and Katanning, which
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are popL bots, and where the people -are wealth-
ier, than those in the mining districts, pay
nothing whatever towards the upkeep of their
hospitals, which depend upon the Treasury
for support. I camne into conflict with the
member for North-East Fremiantle (Hon. W.
V. Angwvin) when hie was Colonial Secretary,
hiecauso I wanted to isist upon the people
in the populous areas paying their share so
that the people in the outback districts should
not be penalised.

Mr. Lambert: It is a shame the way the
(;over,,iueot are starving the outliack hospi-
tals.

lion M1. F. TROY: At Sandstone, the peo-
ple -otribted £:13,000 in four years. They
jnmit mip a fine hospital and provided quarters
for the mantron and the doctor. The institu-
tion was equipped with up-to-date appli-
ances as wvell. The department was so grate-
fulI to the people for their splendid efforts
that the then, Colonial Secretary, who is now
Agent Gemneral, wrote a letter commending
the people for tire sacrifices they had inmde in
r-sising so large a sun of monuey. lIn that
%'y letter, hiowe-ver, he in foimed thm that
hl was reducing their subsidy. Presumably
that was to encourage the people. lDuring the
last two Years the Government have been able
to uitilise the Sandstone buildings, and the
matrons' and doctors' quarters have been
removed to another locality. This saves the
Government considerable expense.

iMr. Marshall: What legal right had the
department to do that?

Hon. 311. P. TROY: No matter what is sub-
scribed by the local people and what is done
with the money, the buildings become the
property of the department. When a locality
goes down, the Government have the right to
remove the buildings and equipment to some
other district. At lit. Magnet last year the
people contributed over £,1,200 towards the
funds of the hospital. T was hopeful that the
Bill would relieve the people in the back coun-
try by insisting that the burden should fall
more lightly on them, and that the people
throughout the State would be compelled to
pay their share. Had that been done, the
Treasury would have been relieved and the
people would be on the same footing. I am
surprised to learn from the discussion on the
Bill that nothing of the sort is contemplated.
It merely provides for the formation of a
trust and the funds collected are to be handed
over to a centralised body in Perth.. I do
not see that the hospitals in the more distant
parts of the State will receive any benefit,
because those who pay will have no rights
whatever. The people will be compelled to
pay for doctor 's attendance and hospital fees
even if they pay taxation under the Bill.
That is a fatal objection to the Bill. It is
unreasonable to expect the people to pa 'y a
hospital tax if they are not to get some ad-
vantage from it. After all, what the Bill pro-
vides is that the Government shall have power
to tax, and the money received from such tax
shall recoup the Treasurer against the money
be hass already spent on hospitals. What we

did hope for wvas that if there was to be a
general tax, the commlhunity would get some-
thinig for it. The coannunity is to gett no-
thing. That is a fatal objection. I could
not go to my constituents and say, "Voit are
to pay as before for the hospital, but you
are ot to get the privileges you now enjoy.'"
Such a Bill cannot commend itself tub any
member whose- electors are in the position. of
my electors. For the last 20 years they Lave
paid for the maintenance of their horpit-jl.
They hare taxed themselves and erected build-
ing, but they have had a quid pro quo, he-

cauLLse they were entitled to accommiodationi at
the hospital, with medical attention. The lill
takes that away from them but subjecth them,
to a tax. I shall vote against the Bill.

Mr. -MARSHLALL (Mfurchison) [10.47j: I
%%ill oppose the second reading. -No ori -
morec desirous of being kind to those stritkun
dlown by illness than an. I-it is our dtyt to
do all that we can for those subject tn ill-
liealth-and so I regret that I cannot support
the Pill. It is the most undemocrati' mea-
sure introduced since I have been, in Palit
rural. lin the first place it proposes to take
away the local autonomy of outback lhos-
pitals which have been established and main-
tained by local effort and sacrifice. Let
me ask the Minister if he can explain how
the trust is to be elected? It is provided
that three members shall be nominated by
the mining, the agricultural and thme pastorail
interests. The pastoral industry extends
from the Northern Territory to Cape Leo-
win. It is not possible for people livingr at
the Leouwrin to have community of intervis
with those up North. I regard the Bill as
a measure imposing taxation without repre-
sentation. The taxpayers are to be ta::ud
for the benefit of the metropolitan hospitals.
All that "e have had from metropolitan
memb ers is the hope that, if the Bill pass,
certain concessions will be provided for the
Perth and Fremantle hospitals. I am afraid
that under the constitution of the trust it
will be essential for road boards to appoint
to the trust local representatives, that is to
say, persons living in Perth. No other plan
will be practicable, and so the trust will be
composed exclusively of metropolitan men. I
cannot support that. Local authorities are
not to have the right to say who shall repre-
sent the taxpayers on that trust. Some mem-
bers of road boards have as many as 12
Votes. Oif Course Such an elector will deter-
mine who is to represent his district on the
trust in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Davies: He will have only one vote t
the referendum.

Mr. MARSHALL: I know a road board
member who has 12 votes. As against him,
an ordinary voter will have no say.

The Colonial Secretary: Occupiers have
representation.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: I am speaking of the
working man whom the Minister proposes to
tax. When paying taxation, such men ought
to have as much right to representation as
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has anybody else. The member for Katand-
Sling (Mr. A. Thomson) said he regarded the
Bill as an honest effort at reform. Probably
he was sincere in that; but when be spoke of
local hospitals I think he had in mind only
the hospitals of Perth and Fremantle. The
Hill cannot be beneficial to outback hospitals..
I1 agree with the member for Mount Magnet
(Hlfu. M~. P. Troy) when he says we are not
going to be on the same basis under the Bill
as we are at present. At least we have local
autonomy, have the right as subscribers to
local hospitals to say who is to administer
those hospitals. The Bill will rob us of that
privilege, and so I cannot support it. Above
all things, I object to people whose children
are barefooted and ill-fed having to pay in.
creased taxcation. Until the Government show
greater care and economy, I cannot support
any measure of additional taxation. I will
oppose the Bill.

Question put, and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes .. . .20

Noes .. .. .. 16

Majority for .. 4

Mr. Angelo
Mr. firn
Mr. Carter
Mr. Davies
Wr. Durack

Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mir. Harrison
Mr. H. K. Maiay
Mr. Man

Mr. Angwln
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mdr. Corbey
Mr. Heron
Mir. Hughes
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lutey

Pair: Aye-J.
0 'Loghlen.

NOES.

Sir Jannes Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Sampson

Mr. Scadldan
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. X. Thomson
Mr. Mullsny

(rollev.)

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.

Marshall
Mcallum
Troy
Underwood
Walker
Willeock
Wilson

(usaTellar.)

H. Smith ; No-Mr.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL-MKINERS' PH THISIS.
Message.

Message received from the Lieutenant-
Governor, recommending the Bill.

Hortse adjourned at 11.1 p.m.

tegwlath'e LDouncii.
Thursday, g3rd November, 19M.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

?ROCEDURE-QJESTION OR RETURN.

The IISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch-East) [4.34]: With refer-
ence to the two questions appearing on to-
day's Notice Paper in the name of Mr.
Harris, and with reference to other ques-
ticons of the same kind which have been
asked, I desire to say that while I have
always made a practie of supplying all the
information asked for by way of question,
1 would request hon. members to submit
moctions for returns when returns are re-
quired. The two questions standing in thq
name of Mlr. Harris involve the preparation
of riturns at somne cost; and returns of
that nature should, I think, be called for on
the vote of the House and not merely by
wa' of question. However, the information
will be ready on Tuesday.

The PRESIDENT: You mean that there
ought to be a motion instead of a questionI

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes; a motion for a return. However, I do
not wish to delay the matter, and I ain
hiving the information obtained.

HILLI-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Restuned from the previous day; Hon. .
Ewing in the Chair, the Minister for
Education in charge of the Bill.

New clause (partly considered):
The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION,-

Just before the adjournment last night, r
moved a new clause reading as follows:-
''That the following he added to stand as
Clause 79:-'A section is inserted in the
principal Act, as follows:-104a. NO,
licensee Shall supply to any person by the,
gloss liquor to be consumed with water or
aerated water on the premises of the-
licensee unless such liquor is supplied in a
glnsg capable of holding at least one and a-
quarter gills. Penalty! £5'"1


